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imprisoned k h George Thomas; a ninth is the Council’s Chairman, Victor ment plans of Germany and in the Far East 
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| Nehru last week, : that these : islands (Quemoy an The call to the Labour Party to give a “bold lead for peace mination in colonial policy in conjunction 

fferently if Matsu) will go to the mainland of China, by logic, by reason,| ..,, made in the following resolution ; ’ with greater economic assistance and the 
an answeh by anything, unless you have great wars, and nobody knows a poe end to capitalist exploitation. 
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; AL clergy will lead a poster march alon 
; which all the Great Powers are basing their approach to world prob- PC meron era a South Wales be 
a BEHAVING LIKE LUNATICS lems. We reject these policies Saal on mer Bounds oe call’) Gritrday, April 16, 
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ypets. Thea “He hoped that India, basing its actions on the ‘lowest |"" sources to assist under-developed areas of the world and strengthen the Speakers include Rev. D, R. Thomas, MA, 
wangsi mel opportunist practical point of view,’ would pee gon perine welfare services in Britain ; Dr. E. H. Burhop, Leslie Metcalf. Chairman: 
\ge was noiy the madhouse and behaving like other lunatics.’ He added: 4. Bringing together the leaders of the Great Powers, both through the | Dr. Gwent Jones.: 
»e as alien have absolutely no intention to throw ourselves into war, even if | "" United Nations and otherwise, also Britain should work for an easing The march will start at Ystalyfera (10 a.m.) 
ne Japanesé the whole world is at war. of world tensions, opposing all pacts and policies tending to divide {and pass through Pontardawe, Clydach, Mor- 
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embaraa WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 
right-wing | THE US GOVERNMENT is to lift the ban on the return GENERAL MACARTHUR has confirmed that “ The im- 
presence i home of 76 Chincse students. The decision has been minent collapse of Japan was clearly apparent” before 
nti-Russiaf taken in the hope that American airmen and civilians the Yalta Conference and the dropping of the atom- 
} held by China will be released. bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Mone C7 France has called on the US for more inter-Allied FOURTEEN US PROTESTANT LEADERS have sent Presi- 
in’ Mate political solidarity, and has put out feelers for East- dent Eisenhower a letter asking him to “stop the drift 
- fon te West talks. ' towards . war” ae oe . gear aes islands " 
i © evacuate iang Kai-shek. 
ought viel Mk. Bevan, in his first speech to his constituents since ape! i ie ond Ban all mass destruction weapons 
arms they the whip was withdrawn, said that he had “no OVER FIGHT HUNDRED MEN registered as conscientious 
phere apology” to make. objectors in Britain in 1954. By OLWEN BATTERSBY 
uria com ; TENSE and silent audience in London Jast week heard 
he Chinesé 3 | | Mrs. Shinobu Hizume tell how at the explosion of the first 
‘the soviel! | yi | atomic bomb over Hiroshima she lost her husband and one child, 
tentinon 10) ) later another child died, still later yet another. 
iS) knowl She was one of four Japanese women—a housewife from Hiroshima, 
i hora a school teacher from Nagasaki, and two women doctors specialising in 
ruld han a radiation discases—who were appealing for the banning of all weapons of 
local Ma mass destruction at a meeting organised jointly by the Socialist Medical 
ied up a Association and the Friends Peace Committee. ' 
as soon # : i ae ; 
smashed. Mrs. Hizume spoke in simple language: there was no attempt to pile 
yple, adhert} ) on horror, Yet she spoke of bodies naked, scorched, and distorted beyond 
unists, angle recognition as human ; of faces swollen, pierced and blinded by glass ; of 
Manchuriat | the stench of burning flesh and crumbling buildings, and of piteous cries 
rmed popy| for water as the river itself turned to the colour of human blood, and 
’s strength men, women and children died in the small hours of the night. 
tually gol The American occupation authorities had prohibited publicity in 
ers to fort regard to the bomb’s affects, yet today the whole of Japan was roused, 
store ordeh! The ABCC (Atom Bomb Casualties Commission) and the Sufferers Associa- 
and refort}, } tion had collected between 22 and 23 million signatures and had written to 
when I wal}, all the peace societies of the world calling for the banning of such weapons, 
. was near] Miss Kikue Ihara, a primary school teacher from Nagasaki spoke of 
“this beautiful city, the Naples of the Orient, in which 74,000 citizens 
: to fort! perished in the winking of an eye.” In this city, ten years after the 
ation, wh®| } dropping of that bomb, men and women were still dying from its affects; 
nehuria tht others lived on paralysed, weak, waiting for death. 
2nergetic Of ° a 
elt strongl! h For children everywhere 
— On behalf of “all children everywhere ” 20 million citizens of Nagasaki 
Sate { : had signed an appeal for the banning of weapons of mass destruction in 
L NEVER \ order that those 74,000 citizens should not have died in vain, 
THER { y “ All doctors know that there is neither the blood nor the serum to 
ber, Is vy 4 deal with the casualities resulting from the use of but one single hydro- 
Jnion, \ \r ‘ Y gen bomb ” said Dr, Horace Joules, Vice-President of the Socialist Medical 
) (MY Association, introducing the meeting. No doctor could remain true to the 
ts JV) be | Wa = f Hippocratic oath and at the same time prescribe a dose of nuclear fission 
eet, W.C I 14 for the world community. 
es J ‘ At a recent Civil Defence exercise in London he had gained the 
pate |) y impression of people playing at dolls houses on the slopes of an erupting 
adation are ty Etna. It had been Jeft to the Coventry City Council to introduce a note 
rear | of realism into the whole subject of Civil Defence. Unless we as a people 
ciation [) | were active, the Japanese women present at this mecting might be the last / 
ents. Mot victims enabled to make this appeal on behalf of humanity. } 
acne a | “Since the dropping of the bombs on Japan, some children had been 
1-vegetarians bom with abnormally small heads, some without brains,” said Dr, Kimiko 
ister Groves Honda, a Japanese doctor who had made a special study of radiation 
esecscceneet” 


sickness and leukaemia. 


“No one can say with any degree of precision what will be the effect 
on future generations. We are in danger of destroying the whole human 
race.” 

In the past radiation sickness had usually been cured in from four to 
six months ; yet the condition of the 22 Bikini fishermen, whose boat had : 
been 80 miles outside the so-called danger zone, showed little improvement. 
Japanese concern for these men had been described as “ hysteria.” 

“T am a medical scientist; I am also a Buddhist, and believe in 
universal law” said Dr. Sugiko Yamamoto. ‘“ Science must not be led ! 
astray from its proper course. It must be used to promote peace on earth 
and the happiness of men. Religion is essential to keep science on its 
proper course, The thing that gives science its ultimate direction is the 
religious belief in the minds of scientists.” 


Dr. Burhop, speaking as a scientist, underlined the wamings given by 
Dr, Kimiko Honda and Dr. Sugiko Yamamoto concerning genetic affects. 
The Bikini bomb was 700 times as powerful as the original bomb which 
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The State always gives its vote for the crucifixion of 


Christ. —BERDYAEV. 
ris Bel Y. 


“* The verdict of you all” 


[N the attempt to avoid responsibility for Good Friday 

men have asserted that the death of Christ was the 
will of God, as some evade responsibility for war by 
calling it a lesser evil. The Cross is a political murder 
willed by men. It is Christ who is the will of God, not 
the Cross. 


In one sense nothing which is dependent on the will of men 
is inevitable but only the repentance which involves a change 
of mind can halt the consequences of their previous decisions. 
The rainbow is the promise that God will never destroy the 
hunmum race but if men are determined that the radio-active 
cloud should blot out God's creation, He will not intervene. 
What He does is to show them through Good Friday and Easter 
the consequences of their decisions and to demonstrate that His 
alinighiiness consists in the absoluteness not of His power but 
of iis Love, which is the answer to all man’s problems. 


If Christ crucified and risen is to have any significance in 
1955, we must understand not only what happened but how it 
came about, Good Friday is not an isolated event but the inevi- 
table conclusion of earlier decisions, Those for which Christ 
was responsible were taken during the Forty Days which Lent 
has commemoraled, but the immediate crisis came with His 
refusal te accept the defensive sword as the way to freedom 
from foceign domination or the establishment of His Kingdom. 


The end was good: those means were wrong. Those for 
which others were responsible were taken because their minds 
were so bemused with false ideas that they would not believe 
(hat the man who came as the servant of al and the enemy of 
none Was the Messiah, When He would not endorse their solu- 
tion of violence or their view of the Kingdom, His death became 
a political and religious necessity. 

 S 


ova 


But Christ never lets His actions depend on the reaction of 
others, nor does We change the decision He knows to be right 
because of the possible consequences to the nation or Himself 
or His friends, 


Judas did not want to kill Christ but to force Him to vindicate 
iTis claims by the wrong method. Those who use Christ to 
justify their own demand for security share the same respon- 
sibilily and guilt. ‘The religious leaders were not callous but so 
convinced that they knew better than Christ, and that He was not 
only wrong but a blasphemer. When religious leaders refuse to 
give a spiritual lead and hand over to the State the final judg- 
inent, (hey condemn Christ as surely as did the Sanhedrin. Pilate 
seeks {to avoid passing sentence of death but he has not the 
courage of his better judgment. Political leaders cannot wash 
theic hands of responsibility for the consequences of their refusal 
fo aceept moral principles as the guide to what is politically 
right. The ordinary people, who would not themselves have 
driven one nail into Christ's hands, allowed themselves to be 
stampeded into «a demand for His death, without which the 
authorities would have had to release Him. All who, though they 
would never detonate an H-bomb, allow themselves to be 
frightened into «a demand for it, or lulled into acquiescence in 
it, have their place in the crowd which chose Barabbas instead 


of Christ. 
* * 

The moral and religious revival without which there can be 
no real peace must involve the acceptance of Christ’s purpose 
and method. The battle with evil will only be joined when a 
nation accepts them regardless of what others might do. No 
recognition of a lesser evil, no compromise with violence, no 
pandering to fear of consequences will suffice. Those in the 
direct line of the Messianic kingdom brought about the tragedy 
of Good Friday, That verdict can only be reversed when a nation 
which prides itself on its Christian tradition follows Christ's way, 
rejecting prestige in terms of H-bombs and violence as a means 
of achieving its ends, 


It is not possible to predict what the consequences might be, 
but Good Friday makes plain the consequences of choosing the 
way of violence instead of the way of Love! 


It might be that those who follow Christ’s way would have 
fo share the consequences, It might be that at last the way of 
God would be vindicated and accepted by all. That we cannot 
tell. But the alternative is the continued endorsement of the 
verdict “ crucify Him.” 

If we are to keep Easter as more than a public holiday we 
must aecept its assurance that Christ’s way cannot in the lonk 
run Fail and that, whatever might happen on the way, good must 
triumph. The only uncertainty is whether we will have the 


courage to help to prove it. 
e228 | 


The General Election 


rVHE early General Election will pre- 
= sumably be held to make a by- 
election at Gravesend unnecessary, and 
thus smother the issue that Sir Richard 
Acland is seeking to raise. 


Particular advantages attached to Sir 
Richard's action. He had announced 
that he proposed to fight the election 
on the single issue of the British 
decision to make the H-bomb, and al- 
though there is no doubt that his 
Conservative opponent—and his Labour 
opponent also, if there was to be one— 
would have made great efforts to extend 
the issues to cover matters of much 
smaller significance, Sir Richard would 
have had a strong case in urging that 
as the election would settle who was to 
hold the seat for a few months only the 
electors could very well treat the occa- 
sion as a plebiscite vote on this single 
question of supreme importance upon 
which there was no disposition on the 
part of the leadership of the Parties to 
consult them. 


{t is to be observed, by the way, that 
the Gravesend Conservative candidate 
has declined an invitation to write in 
Peace News on “Why I want the H- 
bomb. ” 


In a general election it will not be 
so easy, in the face of the desire of all 
the oflicial parties to keep quict on the 
subject of the H-bomb, to keep the 
question in the foreground. Every en- 
deavour will be made to keep the minds 
of the electors on relatively minor 
matters of administrative detail in the 
carrying out of the Attlee-Eden foreign 
policy and the Butskell economic policy 
in home affairs, whether these policies 
are to be administered by Mr. Attlee 
and Mr. Gaitskell or Sir Anthony Eden 
and Mr. Buller. 


We hope, however, that Sir Richard 
will strive to keep attention focussed on 
the issue of the H-bomb in Gravesend 
and we hope also that the pacifist MPs 
and candidates will do all they can in 
their own constituencies to assist him. 


Pacifist candidates, and.. 


MVE referred above to “pacifist MPs 

and candidates,” but we do not 

in fact know whether there will be any 

pacifist candidates who are not MPs in 
the present Parliament. 


We do not think it would be possible 
for a pacifist to be accepted as a Con- 
servative or a Liberal candidate (if we 
are wrong in this we should be glad to 
be corrected from an _ authoritative 
source) and in recent years it has not 
been easy for a pacifist, not already in 
the House, to be adopted as a Labour 
candidate, 


A few years ago Mr. Attlee withheld 
the usual Iectter of commendation from 
a candidate at a Bristol by-election 
simply because the candidate was a 
pacifist, Following this the endorse- 
ment was refused by Labour Party 
Headquarters for a pacifist candidate 
who had been chosen by the local party 
at Blackpool. 


These two actions must have mili- 
tated very heavily against any dispo- 
sition on the part of the local parties 
generally to adopt candidates who were 
pacifists. The effect was indicated by 
what happened last year in Newcastle 
North where Mr. Ivan Geffen had 
already fought two elections for Labour 
and in 1952 had again bcen selected as 
candidate. 


In 1954, however, his local party had 
begun to have second thoughts about 
the matter. Whether there had been 
particular representations made to them 
from Labour Party Headquarters, or 
whether it was merely that they had 
been impressed by what had happened 
at Bristol and Blackpool we do not 
know. In any case Mr. Geffen was called 
upon to give a written undertaking that 
he would contest the election solely on 
the lines of Labour Party policy. 


What use are “conventional” forces? 


TPH IS letter is being written on the eve of my 


have spent on this side has witnessed the adop- 


full speech of Sir Richard Acland in the House 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


He, a pacifist, had to go before his 
constituents in favour of NATO, the 
maintenance of US bomber bases in 
this country, the rearmament of Ger- 
many, the indefinite imposition of con- 
scription upon the boys of this country, 
and—as things turned out, although this 
was not then known—the manufacture 
of the hydrogen bomb in Britain. 


As a consequence of Mr. Geffen’s 
refusal to give this undertaking it was 
made clear to him that he was no longer 
regarded as acceptable to the party 
and he consequently resigned his can- 
didature. 


Pacifist MPs. 


But what of those who have Parlia- 
mentary seats and will be contesting 
them at the General Election ? 


Since the recent “ Standing Orders” 
disputes and the occasions on which 
the Party Whip has been withdrawn the 
position is very obscure and we should 
welcome some clarification. 


Mr. Bevan has made his peace with 
the Party in a statement which opens 
with the observation that in the contro- 
versy that has taken place “no differen- 
ces of policy are involved”; and that 
is perfectly true. With all the important 
issues on which Mr. Geffen could not 
be silent as a pacifist, Mr. Bevan is in 
complete accord with the Party line. 
There would in fact be no difference 
in policy under his leadership from what 
it is under the leadership of Mr. Attlee. 


This cannot be said of the pacifist 
MPs, however. They are just as much 
in disagreement with the major and 
most important aspects of the Parlia- 
mentary Party’s policy as are Mr. 
Geffen and the other pacifists who have 
been refused endorsement as candidates, 
and those who have not presented 
themselves for selection because they 
knew it would be futile. 


Whatever undertakings have been 
given in their cases it cannot be claimed 
that they were given because “no difler- 
ences of policy were involved.” 


The differences in policy were as 
great as—indeed, much greater than— 
the difference of policy that took Sir 
Richard Acland out of the Party. 


It must surely be clear that every 
pacifist in the House will be in an 
impossible position if Sir Richard is 
returned and takes a line in direct 
opposition to the association of Britain 
with an H-bomb policy while the paci- 
fist has to limit himself to the neutrality 
of abstention. 


Should Sir Richard on the other 
hand not be returned it can hardly be 
expected that the pacifist, with a sigh 
of relief, will decide that he need not 
now be troubled about whatever under- 
takings he has given in receiving the 
Party endorsement, as he will now be 
just as free to accept stultification 
through abstention on the issue of the 
H-bomb as he has been hitherto on 
the mere “conventional” defence esti- 
mates, 


German youth faces 
the call-up 


WITH the French endorsement of 
" the Paris agreements the real test 
for the youth of Germany begins. 


There are still some formalities to be 
completed and the Parliamentary rati- 
fications by Holland, Belgium and Lux- 
emburg have bcen waiting on the 
French action. 


The texts with the completed rati- 


fications are likely, however to be de- 
posited with the Treaty powers by May 
and then the Gérman Federal Govern- 
ment will seriously sct about the re- 
militarisation of Germany. 


In May the first two months course 
for officers—the potential military 
chiefs—will begin at Sonthofen in Bav- 
aria. This will be followed by courses 
for regimental and battalion command- 
ers. ‘National Service” recruits will 
be required, as in Britain, to give two 
years service, after which they will be 
organised into some sort of reserve. 


Already it is evident that there is 
equally to be a build-up of military 
strength in East Germany, although it 
has not yet been made clear whether 
this is to be on the basis of conscription; 
it has therefore not so far been necessary 
for any indication to be given whether 
there will be provision in the East, as 
in the West, for conscientious objection. 
If recruitment is not made legally com- 
pulsory, whatever other kind of pres- 
sure is brought to bear, this question will 
not, of course, arise. 


Although there has been provision 
for exemption on grounds of conscience 
in West Germany, those young men who 
have decided that their country will be 
making a greater contribution to the 
world by putting militarism behind it 
(to “abandon for ever our fantasies 
of military power” to quote Professor 
Iwand) will do well not to depend on 
the legal provisions which it is claimed 
are there to meet their position. Men’s 
consciences are really tested, not by 
tribunals, but by the strength of will 
with which those act who are following 
the dictates of conscience. 


Resistance 


AS a German Peace News correspon- 

*™" dent has already pointed out, for 
most of the German youth who have 
to mect this test it is prison they must 
expect: and they will do well to be 
expecting imprisonment in the comple- 
test sense of the word, readily accept- 
ing exemption if the kind of exemption 
that satisfies their conscience is accorded 
them, but not assuming at the outset 
that it will be given to them. 


They will be very much in the same 
situation as British war-resisters in 
World War I, for it must be remembered 
that despite the legal provisions for 
exemption on grounds of conscience in 
the first world war some 6,000 young 
men in Britain went to prison because 
of their anti-militarist convictions. With 
the extent and depth of the opposition 
in young Germany to these measures 
of remilitarisation it may be expected 
that the number there will be much 
greater, 


We hope above all that there will 
not be a drift from West to East Ger- 
many as a means of evading conscrip- 
tion. As remarked above it has not 
yet been declared whether there is to 
be conscription in East Germany, and 
certain dubious undertakings have been 
given that should conscription be adop- 
ted it will not be applied to those com- 
ing from the West. 


We think that very little faith is to 
be placed in these undertakings or in 
the calculation that East Germany is 
likely to remain a non-conscript country. 


That, however, is a secondary matter 
for the young man‘who has made up 
his mind on grounds of conscience that 
he is not going to become a soldier. 
His right place to meet his trial is 
where he lives, and any disposition to 
get “on the run” will only tend to his 
personal demoralisation. 


This applies, of course, not only to 
the youth of West Germany, but also to 
the youth of East Germany, whose test 
when it comes is likely to be a very 
much harder one. 


The thoughts of those of us who 
have renounced militarism in Britain, 
the USA and the rest of the world will 
be very much with our young German 
comrades in the coming months. 


Letter from Paris by A. J. Muste 


USA and USSR willing to regard them as 


return to New York at the conclusion of a 
month’s stay in Europe. 


In a recent letter I dealt briefly with some 
impressions of developments in the religious 
world, especially those relating to the Evan- 
gclical Church in Germany. In the main these 
developments are heartening. 


I may mention one other significant item in 
this context: 


New move by World Churches 


The study of the theological issues raised 
for Christians by the emergence of atomic 
warfare, which many have been urging the 
World Council of Churches to undertake 
ever since the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948, 
is now definitely being launched. 


The decision was taken at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the World Council in 
February, which instructed the Study Division 
to man out plans and submit them to the 
Central Committee at its meeting early in 
August. An informal conference of Peace 
Church and International Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation people with some of the World Coun- 
cil staff a week or so ago was eminently 
satisfactory in my opinion. 

If I turn for a moment to some impressions 
of developments in the political field, one fears 
that they are less favourable. The month I 


. 


tion of the Paris Agreements opening the way 
for German rearmament by both the Bundesrat 
in Germany and, within the past day or two, 
by the French Senate. 


_It is true that this is not the end of all oppo- 
sition to German rearmament, but in this 
connection it seems to me ominous that in all 
the leading West European countries the 
Socialist and Labour parties are divided or 
unclear in their stand or both. 


This holds good in Germany, in France 
where I have just had the opportunity to get 
the comments of several keen observers, and 
in Great Britain. * 


The solid elements in the situation remain 
the Conservative parties under whatever name 
and/or the Communists. 


There is no clear alternative presented by any 
third grouping and because there is no such 
grouping the revulsion of the masses against 
atomic war, their intense thirst for peace and 
for a free world is not crystallised and has no 
organisational instrument to make it effective. 


It seems to me clearer every day that the 
Socialist and Labour movements and all pro- 
gressive and libertarian elements must give the 
question of Third Camp or Third Way priority 
on their agenda. 


Under the circumstances it was immensely 
cheering to pick up en route the copy of the 


of Commons which appeared in Peace News 
on March 18. Sir Richard places his finger 
upon a crucial point when, citing the hypo- 
thetical case of a USA and USSR alone in the 
world, he writes: 


“In such a situation there could be no 
long-term hope for the relaxation of the 
tension at all.” 


A crucial point 


Some other peoples, he continues, may be 
able over the years to teach these giants to 
“tolerate each other.” More accurately, I 
suggest, enable them to effect the very basic 
changes which are needed before they are likely 
to think seriously of tolerating each other. 


But, as Peace News has suggested editorially, 
this will mean, I feel sure, that people like Sir 
Richard Acland will have to give some further 
thought to the question whether these peoples 
in between can fulfill or will be permitted to 
fulfill any such function on the basis of being 
quite adequately armed in the conventional 
sense but unarmed so far as atomic weapons 
are concerned. For one thing, the old problem 
of drawing a clear distinction between various 
kinds of weapons and warfare is bound to arise. 
For another, will the mere fact that Britain, 
France and Germany, let us say, have nothing 
but powerful “ conventional ” forces make the 


neutral territory? And how “adequately ” will 
they be in a position to defend themselves as 
the situation in an atomic war becomes more 
critical ? 


It is not the case that both from a moral 
standpoint and on the political or “ practical ” 
level, non-violence would be more adequate 
and more revolutionary in its effect on the 
peoples of the two leviathan states? 


Calvary 


Not .the polished oak of a cruxifix; 

Not the smooth softness of Ilona stone. 
Crude, rough wood. And the feet, 

Ugly things, breaking the symmetry of a 

Church, 

And flesh streaked with a prison's dirt, 
Pain's sweat easing the flow of oozing blood, 
And the hands, pinned insects, struggling, 
Waiting the outstretched hand of Love. 


The face, the sun of mercifulness, 

And eyes, streams of immeasurable pity, 
And the whispered voice, redeeming, 
Saving with words from the guts of pain, 
Thief, mocker, the dead, the unborn. 
Father, forgive, forgive, they know not... 
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So safe! 


Notice in a bedroom at the Anna- 
polis Hotel, Washington (12 floors up!) 
visited by Peace News reader Kate 
Spurrell : 


What to do in case of enemy attack 


When you hear the Rep ALERT (3 
minutes working signal) SIRENS, HORNS or 
WHISTLES. 


1. Step outside your room and close door. 


2.Immediately sit or lie near corridor 
wall. 


3. Await instructions. 
4. Elevators will be used for wardens only. 


Return to your room on the All Clear 
Signal. (3 1-minute blasts with 2 minutes 
of silence.) 


To you our Guests: This hotel, your 
“Home away from Home,” is one of the 
Safest places in the event of enemy air 
attack, 

* * * 

In Long Beach and Inglewood, Calif. 
Civil Defence officials reported that sales 
of Survival Food Kits displayed in local 
Supermarkets ($5.40 to feed four for three 
days) were “ going very well.” 

—-Newsweek, March 21, 1955. 


President of India was 


glad to welcome them 


FROM MICHAEL SORENSEN 


AMONG greetings reaching the public meet: 
ing organised by the International Volun- 
lary Service for Peace at Mahatma Gandhi 
all, London, recently was one {from the 
President of India, Rajendra Prasad. 


The meeting was organised to report on the 
Work camps carried through in India during 

@ past five years by Le Service Civil Inter- 
Rational, the international movement of which 
VSP is the British Branch. 


President Prasad recalled his association 
With the founder of SCI, Pierre Ceresole, in 
India 20 years ago. He wrote: 


“Byer since then I have felt some personal 
interest in the work of that organisation and 
when an offer came in 1948, I was glad to 
welcome them once again.” 


He went on to express his “sense of grati- 
tude for the work which they do and the way 
‘n which they do it, facing not only difficulties 

Ut also personal discomfort in the work.” 


The main speakers were Monica Roach and 
Heinz Schrenk, both of whom recently re- 
stned fyi thelr period of service in India. 
Monica Roach, a young English school 
teacher, spoke particularly of the camp at the 
ashram founded by Mahatma Gandhi at 
Sevagram, where the team of Indian, British, 

erman, Swiss and French volunteers helped 
‘o build a new international hostel. 


Heinz Schrenk, an Austrian, told the audi- 
Snce of the camp at Warora, which had built 
New wards for a leper colony, with help from 
€pers and local villagers. 


A brilliant programme of Indian Dancing 
and music completed the evening, after which 
€ Chairman, Professor John Harvey of 
“feds made a special invitation to Indians in 
es country to join in camps here organised 
¥ the same movement. 


A Safe Investment 


Free of Income Tax 


The Investor, whether large or 
Small, who desires a good return 
on his savings, 
consistent with 
security, can- 
not do better 


2: / 


than acquire the £10 shares of 
the St. Pancras Building Society, 


Write for the Society’s 
** Guide for Investors ”’ 


Managing Director: E. W. Bales, C.C. 


ST. PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 
20, Bride Lane, E.C.4 


Olive Schreiner Centenary Meeting 


THE STRUGGLE FOR 
PEACE IS INDIVISBLE 


By Sybil Morrison 


JN the Caxton Hall, London, on March 29, a hundred years after Olive Schreiner 
was born, men and women met together to remember her. Her niece, Mrs. 
Lyndall Gregg, and other prominent people were on the platform. 


Olive Schreiner was a woman who was much 
misrepresented in her own day, as exiled South 
African Trade Unionist, Mr. E. S. Sachs, in 
his speech, eloquent with pride in a great com- 
patriot, made very clear. 


But there was no misrepresentation on that 
platform, all the speakers, it is true, gave a 
different picture of the influence Olive 
Schreiner had had upon them personally, but 
all were agreed that the deep humanity of her 
outlook made her struggle for human rights, 
the nights of women, the rights of the coloured 
peoples, and the rights of men to be freed from 
the tyranny of war, was a struggle that was 
indivisible. 

Miss Vera Brittain, writer and former 
National Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, 
particularly stressed the fact that Olive 
Schreiner with a wonderful clarity of vision 
had seen that progress, like peace, was indi- 
visible, and that feminism, socialism and race 
equality were all inseparable from the struggle 
against war. 


Gandhi saw it 


“Only Gandhi,” she said, “ in the modern 
world, has similarly perceived the complex 
interaction of different struggles for human 
freedom, and the identity of violence in war 
with the social violence which overwhelms all 
victims of power.” 

Dame Vera Laughton-Mathews, wartime 
Director of the Women’s Royal Naval Service, 
in opening the commemoration meeting, told 
one of the Dreams without script or book, 
and explained how she had learned it as a 
child, and believed it to be more suitable than 
a speech. 

Lord Pethick-Lawrence gave some personal 
recollections, for he and his wife, Emmeline, 
had known Olive Schreiner well. A letter she 
had written to him in 1902 is almost prophetic: 

“Tn fighting for women we are fighting a 
battle in which the dawn is near. But in 
fighting in South Africa for justice to the 
native we are fighting a battle in which 
there is first a long dark terrible descent of 
years, into a depth of oppression and wrong, 
before the slow ascent towards better things 
even begins.” 

“ She had,” said Lord Pethick-Lawrence, ‘‘a 


THE AUTHENTIC NEW TESTAMENT 


A bridge between 
two great faiths 


By Olwen Battersby 

“| am not primarily concerned to pro- 

mote the Christian religion” said 
Hugh Schonfield, addressing a Press con- 
ference on his translation of the New 
Testament in London last week. “I am 
concerned first and foremost as a historian 
with the establishment of fact.” 

Not only was the “Authentic New Testa- 
ment” the first translation of the New Testa- 
ment by a member of the Jewish community, 
it was also the first non-ecclesiastical translation 
to bring recently discovered ancient documents 
into relation with the life and thought of the 
period. Among such documents were the 
“Dead Sea Scrolls,’ Hebrew Speer ie 
found in caves near the Dead Sea, facsimiles 
of which had been lent to him by courtesy of 
Yale University; and also the oldest known 
text of the Gospel of St. Matthew, written in 
the Hebrew of Christ's time, printed in Paris 
in 1555, and discovered by Hugh Schonfield in 
an antiquarian bookshop in Paris. — 

Wherever possible, he explained, the histori- 
cal sequence of the writings, and the Biblical 
writers’ original structure had been restored in 
the translation. Mark, the oldest gospel, was 
placed first; five books of Matthew followed ; 
letters had been rearranged and numbered to 
show the development of thought and ideas ; 
the Epistles to the Corinthians were set out as 
four instead of two; the dialogues of John, 
which had not been written until the beginning 
of the second century, came at the end. In 
all cases the individual characteristics of each 
Biblical writer were maintained, the language 
being colloquial or literary, “exactly like a 
novel.” Where doubt or obscurity appeared, 
the author has retranslated the Greek back 
into the original Hebrew, thereby revealing in 
some cases new meaning; a change of 
emphasis, or a play upon words. 

The translation was furnished with notes 
on customs, coinage, weights and measures; 
with indexes ; and with maps and illustrations 
by J. F. Horrabin. 

There was also a more personal reason, 
Hugh Schonfield explained why he had wished 
to translate the whole of the New Testament. 
“As a boy at school” he said “I became very 
conscious of the gulf that for centuries has 
divided Jews and Christians. By investigating 
the Christian scriptures, largely written by 
Jews, I felt that I could perhaps increase 
understanding and build a bridge between the 
two great Faiths.” " 

“The Authentic New Testament,” published 
on Monday by Messrs. Dennis Dobson, is a 
special subscription edition, limited through- 
out the world to 3,500 copies at 75s. ($11). 
Sir Kenneth Grubb, President of the Church 
Missionary Seciety, and Mr, Sydney Walton, 
Vice-President of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society aic acting as trustees on behalf 
of subscribers. 


passionate, dynamic hatred of cruelty and 
oppression.” 

As the other speakers recalled her writings, 
and her influences, this stirring and basic sense 
of the necessity to struggle against injustice and 
cruelty and violence was constantly stressed. 

Mrs. Corbett Ashby, a prominent Liberal and 
President of the International Alliance of 
Women, referred to the belief that Olive 
Schreiner held that women would do some- 
thing new in the cause of peace, because they 


VERA BRITTAIN 


had perhaps a more intimate, more vivid sense 
of the reverence for life. 

Mrs. Florence Earengey, Chairman of the 
Status of Women Committee, who were respon- 
sible for organising the meeting, said that 
plainly women had not yet arrived as complete 
human beings since there was still the necessity 
for a Status of Women Committee, but paid 
tribute to the long road that had been travelled 
since Olive Schreiner first wrote of the new 
morality and new sex relationship of which 
Vera Brittain had spoken. 

Mr. Solly Sachs, in a most moving conclu- 
sion, declared that in a world desperately in 
need of new leaders with great minds and 
hearts, we should not hesitate to draw upon a 
glorious past. 

“Tn this world of cowardice, fear and des- 
pair, we can learn from Olive Schreiner the 
true meaning of courage, heroism, independence 
of thought and determination. She never 
faltered in her fight for humanity and readily 
risked her life, liberty and all her possessions 
to defend the principles of decency, justice and 
freedom. She never succumbed to mass 
hysteria, nor yielded to the conventional. 
Proudly and resolutely, with boundless courage 
and energy, she carried high the banner of 
freedom, denouncing tyranny, race hatred and 
war. 

“Her personal life can serve as a model, 
now and for future generations. So long as 
courage, genius, human sympathy and hatred 
of injustice are acclaimed, so long will the 
name of Olive Schreiner be treasured.” 
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MILK BOTTLE TOPS 


On the occasions when | do 
the domestic dish-washing my 
wife piles everything up neatly 
by the sink so that nothing 
shall be missed (I'm apt to 
overlook saucepans if they are 
behind my back on the kitchen 
table). 

At some stage in the pro- 
ceedings ! very virtuously drop : 
the milk bottle tops and milk bottles into the 
foaming detergent and, without any further 
effort on my part, they come out clean, 


The milk bottle tops are dried and slipped 
into a carton on the kitchen table (one can, 
I find, keep one’s eye firmly on the carton with- 
out letting it wander to any saucepans or dishes 
which may not have got into the washing-up 
pile). 

From now on our milk bottle tops go to help 
the Peace News Fund. 


They fetch £2 per cwt. 


The idea of collecting these tops comes from 
a Hastings reader, Mrs. Frances Morgan. She 
will gladly receive them at her home, 78a 
Norman Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex, or 
arrange their collection in that area. 


We hope that other readers in the provinces 
and peace groups will also undertake this work 
-. . you just drop the tops into the washing-up 
bowl, dry them, squash them, box them, and 
get them to your nearest collecting centre for 
assembling in 2 cwt. lots. 


Please do not send your tops to Peace News 
office—not until we have moved into larger 
premises, 

We shall shortly be publishing a list of 
merchants who will buy the things, and we 
hope, a list of the good people who are willing 
to provide collecting centres, 


So let us know if you can help. 


Mitk bottle tops apart. We do need hard 
cash to keep our paper going. And more 
letters like the one that came out of the blue 
from a reader in New Zealand: 

“Please find enclosed five £1 British Postal 
Notes as a contribution to your Peace News 
fund... | hope that the work and efforts 
you make will be richly rewarded and that the 
necessary financial aid may always be forth- 
coming...” 

Washing-up now has a new look... 


HUGH BROCK. 
Contributions since March 25: £59 4s, Jd. 
Total since Jan. 1, 1955: £267 3s. &d. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley, Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Remember that snow? 


Jn the Commons in February, Mr. Selwyn 
Lloyd, Minister of Supply said that Brit- 
tain’s night defence system was the best in the 
world, but in the Lords on March 3, a more 
realistic approach to present-day problems was 
faced by Lord Crook, who spoke on the in- 
adequacy of our snow clearance system. 

During the recent snow spell, although 
much has been done to combat conditions, 
Britain showed how inadequately she was pre- 
pared for adverse weather conditions. 
People have been marooned, animals left to 
die, and the number of accidents on the roads 
increased, 

“To look at ancient lorries running on 
tyres that were ‘no better than they should 
be’, ‘pushing pieces of wood put down on 
the slope to try to force their way into snow 
and to push it to the side of the road, is to 
look at something that might have been all 
right in the first year or two of the motor 
industry at the beginning of the century, 
but does not seem to be in accordance with 
the tradition of a nation that can produce 
tractors and bulldozers and tanks for war, ” 


commented Lord Crook. 


Said in the House .. . 


Me. ROBERT MELLISH, MP (Bermond- 
sey), during the World Disarmament talks 
in the Commons on March 14, said: 


“One has only to look at the map to see 
that, purely for strategic reasons, we should 
have to be either neutralised or wiped out. 
Also, we should protably be regarded by one 
of the parties concerned as being a country 
that should be occupied for the great resources 
available here. 


“T would like to be a pacifist.” 
* ° e 


See stunted, deformed and misshapen, 
he 
Dropped septic from a radio-active womb, 
Survived awhile and perished miserably 
In London’s thermo-nuclear hecatomb, 
Yet need we not deplore too readily 
The tragedy of his final fate atomic, 
From one contamination he lived free, 
Parliament saved him from the horror 
comic? 
—tLeslie Hale, MP, House of Com- 
mons, March 28, 1955. 
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ne (QuR country ought, in the interests of 

world peace, to join the great group of 
uncommitted nations and assist in playing a 
vital and essential part as a mediating force 
in the struggle between two contending blocs.” 


This was the view William Warbey, MP 
(Brixtowe), expressed in the Commons’ talks 
on World Disarmament on March 14. 


He said, “I am very glad indeed that it was 
the Labour Government which made it pos- 
sible for India to occupy the position which 
she does in the world today, and be able to 
act as a mediating force and to help to break 


the deadlock between the two main power 
blocs. However, can India alone do the job? 
What other countries are there which can aid 
her? There are Burma, Indonesia, possibly 
Yugoslavia, Egypt, Sweden, Switzerland—all 
put together, they are not really enough to 
make an impact upon the world and compel 
the acceptance of the solutions of disarma- 
ment and the abandonment of national 
sovereignty which are involved therein for the 
great Powers of the world. 

“That is why, to the strength of India and 
India’s influence in the world, must be added 
that of at Iecast one other great nation in 
Europe ; and the nation which can qualify for 
that role and is ideally fitted for it is Great 
Britain.” 

* * s 


“I believe the lmperial War Museum shows 
people the follies of war; and in these days 
this is probably the last exhibition that will 
ever exist of what we choose to call conven- 
tional weapons, and of the efforts made in 
their use. In the atomic age, if a war takes 
place there will be no memorial of any 
weapon ; there will be nothing left to exhibit.” 

—Lord Glyn—House of Lords, Imperial 
War Museum Bill, March 22. 


* s e 


BEXMRYS HUGHES, MP (South Ayrshire), 

during the Air Estimates debate in the 
Commons on March 17 said that he believed 
that if we put into international policy the 
idea of overcoming evil with good we should 
be more nearly approaching the final solution 
of the arms race, 

“I only wish that the great ecclesiastics and 
leaders of public opinion in this country 
would look upon it from the moral and 
spiritual point of view.” 
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THE H-BOMB: THIS IS THE 


HOUR OF DECISION 
Anthony Howard 


By 


eJ UST over a year ago the National 

Hydrogen Bomb Campaign was 
launched. Dr. Donald Soper, girt about 
with placards bearing the single cogent 
message “ Ban the Bomb,” paraded round 
the steps of Eros—-for all the world as if 
they were the walls of Jericho; and lots 
of us hoped that citadels of prejudice 
would begin to fall throughout the world. 


But it didn’t work out that way. 


The end came sadly last December when a 
slogan that was meant to fill the world with 
light and hope failed even to fill the Kingsway 
Hall with people and fervour. Half a million 
people signed the National Petition ; remem- 
bering the days of the Peace Ballot it wasn’t 
surprising that the Platform that night-—-and 
Nye Bevan was on it—wore a rather apologe- 
tic and self-justificatory look. 


* 


Here in Oxford we did slightly better than 
that. We got 16.6 per cent. of the University 
to sign a rather anaemically worded statement 
that the world would be a better place as a 
result. of a general disarmament agreement 
including the banning of the Hydrogen Bomb. 
We took our petition to Parliament. Anthony 
Greenwood presented it for us. It got four 
lines in The Times. {t was a far cry from 
“King and Country.” 


1 want to suggest that the reason why both 
the National and the University Petitions 
ended in the shallows and miseries was that 
the people behind them were on the whole 
not very keen to find out what were the 
implications of the things that they were 
saying. They had—‘ those practical men of 
good-will "’—a surreptitious suspicion that it 
would be a rather dismaying, dislocating dis- 
covery. And so they preferred not to make 
it. 

It scems to me that for the trumpet call Ban 
the Bomb to be in any way effective—for it 
to bring down any walls anywhere—it must 
mean two things. 

* 


First that a thermo-nuclear disarmament 
agreement is worth it, even if it leaves con- 
ventional weapons untouched; and secondly 
that if an international pact proves impossible 
then this country should not hesitate to an- 
nounce that it at any rate will never make use 
of thermo-nuclear horrifics. 


That appears to be the position that Sir 
Richard Acland is defending in Gravesend. 
That certainly is the position which I—and I 
think many other ordinary members—would 
like to see the Labour Party take up in the 
country, 

If we talk the language of moral respon- 
sibility then I cannot see what other position 
we who are opposed to the manufacture and 
use of the bomb can adopt. 

Anyone thinking that it is possible to 
build a kind of half-way house with the 
bricks of morality upon this issue should 
probably be condemned to having to read 
the Archbishop of York's agonising equi- 
vocal speech in the House of Lords. 
Seemingly, according to those sitting on the 

Anglican Episcopical Fence, deeds, no matter 
how immoral their inception or dreadful in 
their consequences can now be justified by a 
Christian Church provided ‘they express the 
deliberate convictions of the great majority.” I 
had always been told that a church that 
adandons its moral leadership forfeits its 


THEATRE 
The lunacy of war 


AFIER a macabre farce, THe Lesson, in 

which Stephen Murray rocks the audience 
with laughter and then chills it with terror, 
SACRIFICE TO THE WIND (at the Arts Theatre, 
Great Newport Street, London) by John 
Whiting from André Obcy, exposes the lies 
of “the holy war,” the trickery of the priest, 
the unnecessary sacrifice of youth in a world 
of madness, violence and futility. 

Menelaus, who started a war “because I was 
crazy with hate and vengeance,” declares, 
“It’s never too late to stop a lunatic war.” 

His fellow general, Ulysses, says, “No war 
is worth more than its pretext,” and tells his 
commander-in-chief: “I shall vomit your vic- 
tory.” He tells him, too, that he will live 
in history as “the war hero who made his 
daughter the first of hundreds of thousands 
of victims.” 

A dead, twenty-year-old soldier, returning 
from his slaughter, finds, like the victim in 

a’a poem, “Strange Meeting,” that his 
killer looked at him afterwards with friend- 
ship. He reports to the commander-in-chief, 
“There’s no enemy.” 

The commander-in-chief is told, too, by 
Menelaus, that “in order to get the war started 
you’ve thrown yourself into the lunacy of the 
asylum.” 

Finally, as the sixteen-year-old girl who has 
found the great words “honour” and “glory” 
corrupted py. war, goes to become the second 
victim of the war, she tells the mighty war 
lord: “It is you who are condemned.” 

In this splendid modern version of the 
Iphigenia, which Londoners should hasten to 
see, John Van Eyssen, John Charlesworth, 
Rupert Davies and Helena Hughes excel. 


PATRICK RICHARDS. 


Anthony Howard, 21-year-old 
undergraduate reading Iaw at Christ 
Church, Oxford, is a member of the 
Labour Party and has been Chair- 
man of the Oxford University Labour 
Club. 

He says his principal interest is 
politics but writing seems to take up 
most of his time : he has contributed 
to nearly all Oxford’s undergraduate 
magazines and his name is familiar 
to readers of The Spectator. 

He wants to be a journalist but 
confesses to an ultimate ambition to 
become a Member of Parliament. 

He is now President of the Oxford 
Union. 


spiritual power. I think I know now what that 
means. 

After studying the Archbishop it is a relief 
to turn to the Bishop of Exeter who used to 
be Professor of Moral and Pastoral Theology 
in my University. He said last May quite 


quietly and quite simply that he felt it would 
be immoral and unchristian to use the Hydro- 
gen Bomb at any time whether it were 
cmployed offensively or even as a retaliation. 


Like me the Bishop of Exeter is not a full 
pacifist. He is therefore subject to the famous 
“bow and arrow” argument--or rather 
rhetorical question. What in the last resort 
is the difference between a bow and arrow 
and an acroplane and a bomb? 


In terms of theological geometry I just do 
not know. But what I do know is that there 
is in every human personality a still small 
voice that says “‘ No, not that.” 

I believe that every time that involuntary 
voice of protest is silenced—as it was at 
the time of the invention of the cross-bow, 
as it was at the time of the dropping of 
the atomic bombs on Japan, as it was at 
time of the hurling of jellied petrol in 
North Korea—the world takes one step 
more towards barbarism and away from 
peace. 

Taken in relation to this thesis it does not 
seem to me that the bow and arrow argument 
is altogether compelling. For it amounts 
merely to this: that now that Pandora’s box 
has been opened we can release all the devils 
we can lay hands on so that our world may be 
as horrible as we can make it. 


* 


I am sure that those who refuse to support 
action on the Hydrogen Bomb have the same 
emotional recoil from the vision of lands being 
laid waste and skins being made scabs as we 
do. They do not dispute the facts: they simply 
refuse to draw our conclusions. 

Their position is an interesting one. They 
are prepared—so they tell us— to go to any 
lengths 1o defend Liberty. Whose Liberty? 
Only it appears their own. What other people 
must endure, they are justified to going to any 
lengths to avoid. The question of Eastern 
Europe is the Achilles Heel of every con- 
ventional politician in the country. For it 
reveals the basic selfishness of his standpoint. 

This it seems to me is the hour of decision. 
Either the manufacture of thermo-nuclear 
weapons must be renounced and denounced— 
if only by one nation (a nation which, it may 
be recalled, has recently passed judgement for 
war crimes)—or the chance goes by for ever. 
It simply is not legitimate to say ‘“ Well let’s 
get on with our stock-pilling and see what 
happens”: if we do that only one thing can 
happen. To avoid that one thing happening 
it is surely not too much to ask that people 
should now rise up and-aay=*)Thia-I-belicve; 
here I stand; I can do no other.” 


DON’T BE DETERRED 


RE you feeling secure? Do you, when 

you read the daily headlines, feel 
your blood pressure drop like a Chur- 
chill clanger? 


Do you go out into the garden to plant your 
seed potatoes without wondering whether 
they will become burnt chips without any 
further effort on your part? 


If not, you are sadly lacking in confidence, 
and in that trust in the wisdom of your 
leaders which alone makes modern demo- 
cracy possible. There is too much panic in 
the country today, and fear is never an 
adequate substitute for thought. So take 
time off to think, and you will soon sec that 
there is no need to go on digging that hole 
under the coal cellar, even though quite an 
efficient anti-nuclear shelter could be con- 
structed for about £25,000, large enough for 
an average family. There is no need even 
to have the kids out on the running track 
every day, even though anyone who can do 
twenty miles in ten seconds has a reasonable 
chance of escaping the worst, or first, effects 
of a hydrogen bomb explosion. 


For the inescapable conclusion to be drawn 
from recent announcements is that nuclear 
weapons will never be used. We are happy 
to be able to state this in Peace News, and 
would make only one proviso—namely, that 
our ‘present politicians should remain in 
power. We cannot answer for the conse- 
quences if Britain should ever have a 
government of pacifists who would dump all 
our weapons without waiting for other 
countries to dump theirs; for as Lord 
Hailsham and other brilliant minds have 
pointed out, a country without weapons is 
far more likely to be involved-in war than 
a country with them (cf. the frequency with 
with which men with no arms appear in 
court charged with brawling). 


if 


~ 


is because we believe that the point of view 
of our political leaders has been grossly 
misrepresented, especially in the pacifist 
press, that we draw attention to it here. Alt 
responsible leaders of opinion in_ this 
country, from Sir Winston Churchill to the 
Archbishop of York, are agrecd on three 
things: 

1. That we must have the H-bomb ; 

2. That if the H-bomb is used in war, it will 
mean the total destruction of this country, 
and perhaps of the world ; 

3. That our purpose in possessing the H- 
bomb, therefore, is not to use it in war, but 
to prevent the war from taking place. 


[TRENDS] 


“We are sorry that the Trade Union Con 
gress should instruct its General Secretary to 
draft advice to the Trade Unions not to accept 
invitations from Trade Unions behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

“Is the TUC. afraid of seduction? Doe 
the TUC limit its world to that of the poli 
ticians and statesmen? Is there a Cordon 
Sanitaire around the Russian, Chinese 
“satellite” field, factory and workshop? 

“Have we no contribution to make in the 
swapping of ideas, the talking of shop, and 


| S\ 


| Refi 


the enthusiasms which make a merry brother: | 


hood of craftsmen and skilled workers? 

“ff there is an esperanto which nceds neithef 
grammar nor brain-fag it is the language 0 
the job. And the language of the job is the 
language of peace. How often have the mem 
bers of the T.U.C. experienced that in the 
course of their travels, in visits, in conferences 
and in tours of industrial regions abroad? 

“We know of no recommendation by any 


tions should be advised against going here of 
there, for this or that reason. And we say: 
in all humility, that that intrepid response {0 
the commands of Christ was made joyful bY 


of the Churches that missionaries or ere | (CIVIL 


the inner knowledge of the truth of His teach 
ing.” —Man Tonay, March 1955. 
. * . 
“When we vote for enormous militaty | 


appropriations, when we ponder the develop | 
ment of atomic energy, when we follow tht 
succession of efforts to reach agreement 10 
the United Nations and Peace Conferences 
how easy it is to take the attitude of 3 
spectator-—to forget that each and all of w 
are responsible participants. That is where the 
shoe pinches. If everyone is responsible what 
can my pitiful puny piece of responsibilitl 
matter? So thinks everyone. So everyone 
responsibility becomes nobody's responsibilitf 
and we are back where we started. 

--Percy Reay, Past Pres. of Rol 
International in Gt. Brit. and Iré 
land. New Zealand Broadcasting 
Service, February 27, 1955. 


“Nothing in the present world has beet 
quite so destructive of clear thinking as thé 
intrusion of the cold war which has distorted 
reality. The world is split in two and we 
are asked to fall into line as partisans cithef 
of Communism or anti-Communism. But evel 
if we admit for the sake of argument that thé 
world’s most urgent need is to overcome Com 
munism, can we combat it by empty and 
negative slogans? In the past Communis# 
found casy victory over the then existing 
imperialist patterns but today with democrac) 
as a positive force in our favour, there should 
be no fear of any ism provided each individu! 
has a share and a stake in that democracy aod 
is ensured those fundamental freedoms whi¢ 
are the essence and the strength of democratié 
life.” —Mrs. V. L. Pandit, High Commis 
sioner for India. at the University 
Re uere Lundon Union, March % ; 
1955, 


stitute for a foreign policy, until it is super- 
seded by something more up-to-date, such 
as “redemption by radioactivity” or “ sal- 
vation by suicide.” Like most brilliant ideas, 
it is essentially simple. Briefly, it means 
that every nation in the world is so much 
stronger than every other that each scares 
the pants off all. This international debag- 
ging operation has already been re- 
christened (by somebody in the Labour 
Party, of course) “collective deterrence” ; 
a nostalgic reference to dear old “ collective 
security,’ that policy whereby the nations 
held one another up like a bunch of drunks, 
and were able to remain upright while all 
stood still, but collapsed if anybody wanted 
to go anywhere. 


Hill 
IH 


Now, there is a tendency in some quarters, 
including ours, to regard our political 
leaders as a hard, grasping, purblind bunch 
of cynical materialisis, utterly lacking in 
faith and vision. Some people have even 
suspected them of being insincere in their 
expressions of horror at the nature of the 
H-bomb, a suspicion nurtured by the belief 
that they are prepared, in certain circum- 
stances to use it. ‘The announcement of the 
policy of defence by deterrence proves how 
unworthy such suspicions are, and proves, 
too, that when it comes to dewy-eyed helief 
in the harmlessness of humankind, practical 
politicians can give pacifists a big start and 
a beating. For consider: it is the pacifists 
who in this matter display a cynical lack 
of faith in human nature, and the politicians 
who radiate faith and trust and hope; 
especially hope. The pacifists, with no other 
evidence for their opinion than the history 
of man throughout the ages, do not believe— 
a, that anything will deter an aggressor who 
has sufficiently compelling reasons to aggress, 
b. that a country possessing the H-bomb will 
resolutely refrain, in any circumstances, 
from using it. 


For these reasons, they advocate the renuncia- 
tion by Britain of this suicidal weapon, 
along with all others. The politicians, in 
rejecting this view, re-assert the supremacy 
of the human will, and should make paci- 
fists feel thoroughly ashamed of themselves. 
The politicians know that force has never 
deterred aggression, and prevented war in 
the past. They know that nations in 
extremis have never rejected any weapon 
because it was too horrible to use. But, 
they say, it’s never too late to start. Who 
knows, what has never worked before may 
work this time. Such faith deserves to move 
mountains, and probably will, along with 
cities and populations. 


This is known as “ defence by deterrence,” and The boldness of this scheme of defence is 


we predict a great future for it as a sub- 


breathtaking. For the first time in history, 


By Cyril Hughes 


The politicians’ 


Not so our political leaders. 


we are spending colossal sums of money 
every year on weapons that cannot, must 
not, and will not be used. Nothing like this 
has been known since that wonderful scheme 
by which American farmers were paid goo! 
dollars for not raising hogs. Nuclear 
weapons represent, like Shakespcare’s Juliet, 
“beauty too rich for use, for earth too 
dear.” One imagines a nuclear scientist, 
careworn and emaciated in the cause of 
peace, lovingly stroking the gleaming sides 
of the latest cobalt continent-buster, an 
crooning: 


A thing of beauty is a joy for ever. 
Its loveliness increases; it will never, 
Despite the pacifists’ alarmist prattle 
Be used in the vulgarity of battle.” 


eace, it may be observed, 
will be of much grcater purity than that o 
the pacifists. Pacifists take such a low views 
of human nature that they consider il! 
inadvisable that a nation should possess the 
H-bomb, lest it be tempted to use it. They 
are also such gross materialists that one feels) 
pretty certain that they would spend thé 
sixteen hundred million pounds per annum 
saved by not making bombs, etc., on social | 


services, development - of backward areas, 
and other forms of riotous living. 


f | 
Peace is fof 

them an austere ideal in its own right.) | 
unpolluted by any motive of sordid gain. In| 
fact, they deliberately refuse to profit by | 
it. They intend to have peace and they) 
bombs, thus enabling the nation to prove if$} | 


Iti 


moral worth by bearing two burdens, temp- 
tation and poverty, without complaint. This] 
of course, is how ordinary, sane peoplé 
behave. It is a well-known fact that the} 
best way to give up smoking and increas 
the family budget is to stock the attic with 
cigarettes at three and seven a packet; an i 
the best way to give up drinking is to cleat; 
the coal out of the cellar and fill it up witb 
; 
| 


bottles of cognac. 


In stocking the national cellars with peace 


preserving H-bombs labelled : “ DeterreD 
Only: Not To Be Used” the government 
has, professional optimists inform | v® 
recedent to guide it. After all, both sides 
in the last war possessed poison gas, ie 
did not use it. (We learn from a relia le 
source that both sides also possessed bows 
and arrows, and did not use them either: 
for much the same reasons.) But it is 1°! 
for its adherence to tradition that ™” 
government deserves our respect and gral! 
tude, but rather for its courage and kindnes 
in relieving us, the people, of all the respon 
sibility for our own lives, 
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THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 


SWEDISH JOURNALIST 
GOES TO PRISON 


Refused CD call-up; had seen “ absurd reality” 
in Hiroshima 


One of Sweden’s outstanding writers and journalists, Mrs. Barbro 
Alving has been sent to prison as a conscientious objector. 


Her imprisonment has made the question of conscientious objection 


and pacifism a subject for discussion in every Swedish newspaper. 


The full story of Mrs. Alving’s action is told here by Bjérn Hallstrom, 
London Editor of the Svenska Morgonbladet, Stockholm's old established liberal 


daily newspaper. 


, (IVIL DEFENCE is compulsory in Sweden, and, furthermore, it is organised in 
a military way (with military uniforms, commands and ranks). There is a 
8tneral call-up of the civilian population for CD, according to law. 


Many known pacifists have, however, been 

tempted, insofar as the authorities have never 

bothered to send them any call-up papers. 

this is the case with all Swedish Quakers, 

i and also with the members of some other 

eace churches,” which have declared, in 

Minciple, that they are prepared to do “ con- 

| Tuctive peace work ” without military orders. 

congregationalist ministcr has, for instance, 

en the initiative of forming a voluntary 

| {uxiliary fire brigade, which pacifists could 
Oin, ; 


SECOND REFUSAL 


| However, a well-known woman journalist, 


Mrs, Barbro Alving, has recently been sen- 
‘enced to one months’ imprisonment 
| Telusing the call-up for Civil Defence. 


This is the second time she has refused. 


for 


Which she paid. 


When she received the second call-up and 
Tefused again, she was sentenced to prison. 


Mrs. Barbro Alving has not refused on 
teligious grounds. There has not been any 
Previous case of that kind (though in the 
Wenties there was a young man who refused 
Military service for “ ethical, but not religious 
Teagons,” He served a prison sentence). She 
| tepards herself as a “Friend of the Friends,” 
| but has explicity stated that she belongs to 
'Qo church, and that she docs not share 
the theological views of any denomination 
in Sweden 


Her absolute pacifism dates from a visit to 
lroshima a few years ago, where she met 


| he was previously sentenced to heavy fines, 


CHALLENGE 


Atom bomb victims. She stated before the 
court, that she could take no part whatsoever 
in any military machine “ even if many pcople 
may regard my attitude unlogical, absurd and 
even naive.” But T have to refuse, she said, 
“since I have scen a glimpse of the ‘absurd 
reality 


She objects especially to women taking 
part in any military preparations or in the 
military system generally, as “it is the re- 
sponsibility of the women to make the war 
us such impossible.” 


She states that she is prepared to take part 
in any task In connection with the “ positive 
peace work of the Quakers,” but nothing of 
such duties was ever mentioned in her call-up 
papers, and she refused therefore.” 


PRESS AND THE LAW 


The whole Swedish press comments upon 
this case. Very few papers agree with her 
reasons for her conscientious objection, but 
every paper states that her views must be 
respected and ask for a change of the law in 
this respect. Swedish law grants exemption 
for male conscientious objectiors, called up for 
military service, but not for objectors to civil 
defence, possibly because there have been so 
few cases of that kind. 


Two or three nurses have previously refused 
to subordinate themselves to a military system. 
They have been sentenced to nominal fines. 
Known pacifists have, as mentioned, not been 
called up at all. The case of Mrs. Alving is 
the first prison sentence. 


PIIVVISS~YOUTH SENDYWA 


TO AMERICA 


Are you proud of the H-bomb ? 


Claude Richez, Editor of a Swiss youth 
newspaper, “’ Jeunesse ”—3, rue Genernl— 
Dufour, Geneva—has written the follow- 
Ing challenging enquiry to American 
youth, It has been translated into English 
by the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, who circulated it in America, 


| WE young Swiss people, French 

speaking -Christians, members of 
he Young Men’s Christian Association, 
'4dress you through the newspaper, 
‘unesse, which represents over 4,000 
Young people. 


‘Now us, but it is apparent that in the present 
“tcumstances, it is indispensable, important, 
jpehaps even vital that we should begin to 
Peak to each other. 


& 


ki That is why we so hopefully address these 
‘nes to you, young Americans, at a time 
then so many things separate us. We often 
ak ourselves numerous questions» concerning 
*0u—more often, certainly, than you do con- 
| “ning us. You are the youth from a young 
| ®ntinent ; we are the youth from an old one. 


_  COCO-COLA AND CHAPLIN 


|. Your political leaders, given the strength 
| “at America represents, have acquired extra- 
i,tdinary power in the world, if it be not 
| 4thority. Perhaps you feel that your sky- 

apers were made to brave eternity. But 
| hat surprises us most is the faith which you 
i Ve in your civilisation, recently and clearly 

fealed ‘to us by Robert Junck in a book 
L’ icated to the New World and striking in its 
i “Uracy, THE FuTurE HaS ALREADY BEGUN. 


| a We know very little about it. We know 


“We do not know you, and you do not 
\ 


dy, Civilisation’ of your businessmen. We 
© you Coco-Cola, chewing gum, the 
tecaders Digest,’ and neon lights. Their 


Nomic dictatorship, their gigantic publicity, 
n,°88es slogans into the minds of people with 
a, Mtensity of club blows. We watch with 
youish as they level the spirits of legions of 

Sng Europeans. 


wy, And we have not spoken about your films. 
ly , “ow that the film actor with something 
We 2Y is open to suspicion. Our country has 
| thay Omed harlie Chaplin; we are proud of 


Wy, We are told sometimes that there are 
4 then people in America who do not allow 
“Selves to fall in the trap, who refuse to 
Tagged into a collective universe, which 


bears resemblance, as a brother might, to the 
Communist universe. 


“Is it not the ideal of Communism to give 
cach one an automobile, a house, a refrigera- 
tor, and to form for each one a standard taste 
and standard needs? Toward what are you 
working? Is it not Marxism which seeks 
man’s raison d'etre in materialism? And 
where do you seek man’s raison d'etre? 


“Europe has its old stones. Civilisations 
have flourished and then disappeared. Our 
continent had attained a maturity that must 
not be scorned, nor enslaved, nor spoiled. 


“We may very possibly be mistaken. We 
may sec nothing of America except its facade. 
You may be, young Christians, the salt of 
America, and your voice may possibly be 
smothered, 


McCARTHY AND “‘LIFE”’ 


“ Tell us, then, in what America takes pride. 
Tell us that it is elsewhere than in the pos- 
session of the hydrogen bomb, elsewhere than 
in naval, air or scientific superiority. Tell us 
that. young Americans are thirsting for true 
freedom, that they intend to offer their own 
tastes, their individuality, their sensitivity. For 
we are surprised—and we are not surprised— 
at the singular activity of Joe McCarthy. No 
one has done more to open our eyes to the 
strange thought control which rages in your 
midst. We know, furthermore, that if these 
words ever come to his attention, he will no 
doubt assert that Switzerland is rotten with 
Bolshevism. 


“You can ruin Europe, and our country in 
particular, economically, by passing certain 
decrees. That we are indebted to you for a 
certain prosperity is a mystery to no one. We 
are thankful. 


“But you should know that there are things, 
humble in appearance but eternal in their 
truth, which money does not buy and science 
does not yield. . 

“It is easy to depict France, as Life did, 
in the role of a prostitute, and thus insult her 
genius and her suffering. It is easy to think 
that the German is nothing other than a 
mechanic (who is being used), or a soldier 
(who can be used). It is easy to believe that 
the Swiss are nothing but watchmakers, and 
that they have invented nothing except a 
machine which ‘cuckoos’. It is certainly easy 
for us to believe, Americans, that you are 
nourished with preserved food, saturated by 
television, and that you believe in the 
omnipotence of the atom. 

“That is why we ask you, young Americans, 
our brothers, to manifest yourselves.” 


When bureau 


Protest is growing in the USA against 


the Des Moines Register and Tribunal from 


YOU MAY HAVE HEARD that the 
US Post Office Department bans incoming 
periodicals from abroad when these are 
supposed to contain Communist propa- 
ganda. 

But if that is all you have heard, you don't 
know the half of it. ; 

Banned also--and even burned—-are publi- 
cations put out by British organisations that 
have done stalwart work to oppose and _ set 
back Communism. 


OUR NATIONAL OBSESSION vith Com- 
munism never showed up clearer. In the 
Boston Post the story broke, as far as that port 
is concerned, although it had been known for 
a long time in general. Then former Ambas- 


EE 
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DEVERE ALLEN 


sador George F. Kennan protested the practice 
in a letter to the New York Times, whereupon 
Arthur Krock for the New York Times 
explored the procedure and confirmed it. Yet 
neither Kennan nor Krock mentioned the 
barring of non-Communist material, though 
the Post had revealed it. 


OVER IN LONDON, the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom has its world headquarters. 
It works to overcome the old colonialism that 
holds nations under foreign rule against their 
will. It thus helps deprive the Communists of 
a standard appeul. No fewer than 69 Members 
of Parliament give it support. You'd think 
Americans, with their history, would bless it 
by cheers. But the Post Office has stopped 


April 7, 1935—PEACE NEWS-—5 


in U.S. 


crats 


get too much power 


the censorship operated through the post 


office. The editor of Worldover Press, an American press agency, sent out the 
editorial comment printed below, last weekend. Two letters to the Editor of Peace 
News on this subject are also printed below, together with a letter to the editor of 


a prominent American pacifist. 


some of the Movement’s literature mailed to 
American addresses. 


ANOTHER BRITISH PAPER, Peace News, 
has had more than a thousand pamphlets 
halted at Boston. These advocated the “ Third 
Camp,” or neutralist position as between 
Russia and the United States, urging European 
governments to adopt a stronger peace stand. 
This is a viewpoint with which’ Americans 
have a right to agree or disagree. But is it 
Americanism to deny them the right to read 
it? 

BASIC PRENCIPLES ARE AT STAKE, for 
why should some petty officials of a single 
government department have the right to 
censor the reading of Americans? There are 
many universities, scholars, editors and citizens 
who need to keep up with what Moscow is 
saying. Some are allowed to have the copies 
they subscribe for, others are not. ‘The all- 
wise Post Office functionaries decide. And 
lest it be thought this writer has a personal 
gripe, he long received copies of the Soviet 
New Times without interruption though some 
other subscribers were not getting theirs. In 
it were numerous tit-bits to publish, showing 
how a whole people could be bamboozled. 
Now it looks as if it may become easy to 
bamboozle another and different nation, for 
the Post Office plainly thinks Americans aren’t 
to be trusted, and are fit to read only what it 
considers proper. This is what inevitably 
happens when reckless bureaucrats gel too 
much arbitrary power, 


THERE MAY BE SOME in the United 
States who want to follow the foreign Com- 
munist press to refresh their own Communist 
attitudes. If so, they are not very bright in 
reading Moscow papers, for again and again 
the sudden shifts from one day to the next 
have left Comrades all over the world gasping 
like fish out of water. Even those who would 
iry tt can hardly be many. As Mr. Kennan 
says: 

‘Are there really: people in our Govern- 
ment who believe that our own political 
philosophy is so unconvincing, our attach- 
ment to it so weak, our youth so bewildered 
and gullible . . . that we must shield our 
people physically from every confrontation 
with Communist thought? ” 

Representative Francis Walter, head of the 
House Un-American Activities Committee, has 
said it would be better to translate Pravda and 
Izvestia into English, so every citizen could 
read them. 


AS USUAL when ignorant bureaucrats try 
to dominate a nation’s thinking, it is the 
liberal anti-Communists who are most speedily 
and surely victimized. Postmaster General 
Arthur Summerfield is bent on raising posta) 
rates, when he ought to be in there raising 
you-know-what. 


Two U.S. readers write 


| AM writing in order to send you a copy of 

a letter which appeared in our Sunday 
Register today. 

I’m personally acquainted with one of your 
subscribers, who tells me that she does not 
receive half of the copies of Peace News. 1! 
personally have failed to receive some books, 
magazines and papers for which I have sent 
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IN THE DeEs Moines 
AND TRIBUNE 


ACCORDING to the Boston Post, special 
** customs agents at the South postal annex 
in Boston are burning most of 50 sacks of mail 
a day that arrive from Russia and satellite 
countries. Customs agents have lists of maga- 
zines and other publications they  auto- 
matically send to the incinerator, They 
examine publications not on the lists, and if 
they don't like them they send them to the 
incinerator also. 

A few research centers are allowed to receive 
their mail so they can be informed as to what 
is going on in those countries. The rest of us 
are not allowed the same privilege. 

This book burning is not confined to 
material coming from Communist countries 
nor to Communist literature. Customs officials 
burned more than 1,000 copies of “ The Third 
Camp" and “The Camp. of Liberation” 
printed by Peace News, publishers of pacifist 
literature in England. These were being sent 
to their American distributor, the Cambridge, 
Mass., office of the Quakers. Apparently the 
Boston customs agents feel that the Quakers, 
Nobel peace prize winners a few years ago, 
must not be allowed to try to win another 
Nobel prize. “ Peace,” as well as “sex,” must 
be a bad word in Boston. 

Customs officials notify neither the sender 
nor the recipient they are confiscating the mail. 
There is no hearing at which counter argu- 
ments can be made to serve as a pretense of 
fairness, Customs agents simply Decide it is 
verboten, und burn it. 

Why are we told the Iron Curtain is around 
the USSR?—WaLTER GORMLY. 

412 N. Third St., Mount Vernon, Ia. 
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abroad. I have been informed that they were 
sent when I inquired why I did not get them. 

Sometimes my mail arrives weeks late, 
apparently because the postal authorities were 
trying to decide what I should be allowed to 
receive! 


LETTER REGISTER 


_ This has been going on for some time, and 
1S getting worse. 

Our Postmaster-Gencral recently decided a 
collector of rare books should not be allowed 
to receive a copy of “Lysistrata” sent from 
England. [ wrote to Mr. Summerfield in pro- 
test, asking if it were not banned because it 
was considered to be “peace propaganda,” 
rather than for the reason given, that it was 
obscene. 

He felt called upon to deny it, but soon 
afterwards the ban was lifted on this particular 
copy. 

There must have been many Ietters like 
mine to the effect that the play was not 
considered to be “in the best interests of: the 
US,” because it dealt with peace efforts, 2400 
years ago. 

There is no doubt we are having our mail 
examined and censored by the Postal people. 
1 recently tricd to send a package of peace 
literature to a friend, and when I took it to 
the PO to have it weighed, the man insisted 
upon opening it, and looking over the con- 
tents, though I knew that it was correctly 
wrapped as I had sent such packets before. 

{ have often thought of subscribing to your 
paper, but have not done so, because I am 
poor, and because I know I would be lucky to 
receive any copies. 


(Name and address withheld by the Editor 
of Peace News.) 


TO THE EDITOR 


| know that my government is at fault in 
this matter, because—in 1951—my mail was 
confiscated and held for three months before I 
was told by ihe Post Office Inspectors (censors, 
really!) that I was to be indicted by the 
Federal Grand Jury. There were over 300 
cards and letters which I never received back! 

I won the case in court, but the PO still kept 
(or destroyed) my mail. 


(Name and address withheld by the Editor 
of Peace News.) 


Book your holiday with a 
Peace News Advertiser 


PEACE NEWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 


will gladly send, suggestions for congenial and 
constructive holiday. plans. 
addressed envelope ta 

3, BLACKSTOCK .RD., LONDON, N.4 


Send stamped, 
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REPENTANCE 


QNE of the frankest and bravest books 

to come out of Germany since the war 
was Karl Jasper’s Diz ScCHUDLFRAGE, 
a searching examination of each indi- 
vidual’s responsibility for the Hitler 
regime and a summons to individual re- 
pentance. Other voices have spoken since 
to the same effect, but few with such 
sincerity and courage as those shown by 
Professor H. J. Iwand, the Gottingen 
theologian, in the address just published 
under the title Die POLITISCHE EXISTENZ 
DER CHRISTEN UNTER DEM AUFTRAG AND 
DER VERHEISSUNG DES EVANGELIUMS VON 
Jesus Cyristus (Chr. Kaiser Verlag 
Miinchen. Theologische Existenz heute 
neue folge 41. DM 2:50). 


It is good that we in Britain should 
know what such a man has to say, not that 
we may enjoy hearing others being called to 
Tepentance, but that we may learn thereby 
where penitence is required on our part. 


Political Opponent 


1 single out the four points at which, as 
he says, Germans today need to unlearn what 
they were taught by the Nazis. 


In the first place, they must put behind them 
the fury that made of the political opponent 
an enemy to be liquidated and so substituted 
for national unity the merciless strife of 
parties, 


The Nazis did not make the German nation, 
they destroyed it, setting man against man in 
the name of their creed. 


They made the impossibility of reconcilia- 
tion with the opponent the first political com- 
mandment, and we who survive the disaster 
they brought upon us are in danger of per- 
petuating this evil mentality in face of a 
fresh opponent. 


But Germany today is divided between rival 
systems and ideologies; where then is the 
hope of unity? 


Iwand answers that it is in the Church. 


For in East and West the same Bible is 
read, the same prayers are offered, the same 
Gospel of reconciliation is preached. It is 
the Church’s task to cast out the demons of 
hatred from the German people, and she can 
do it best as she offers all men a divine for- 
giveness that can be received only as it finds 
expression in the forgiveness of man by man. 
She is called upon to exorcize the spirit by 
which Cain slays Abel and to show each that 
the so-called enemy is his brother. 


Anti-Semitism 


A second evil that needs to be eradicated is 
that of anti-Semitism. Hitler was not wholly 
to blame for this; the poison had entered the 
German system before his day, and it is not 
eradicated yet. 


On all hands, there is a reluctance to face 
the ugly facts, the measureless inhumanity of 
which Germans were guilty in Belsen and 
Buchenwald. 


The secular Press has been brave enough 
to bring the facts to the notice of its readers, 
but a Christian minister will tell you that it 
would be inadvisable to speak of them from 
the pulpit. 


Are Christians then so tacking in a sense of 
shame? 


There can be no health for the German 
people till their guilt is acknowledged openly. 


Indeed Christians ought to be peculiarly 
concerned in this matter. For between Israel 
and the Church there is so large a bond that 
he who attacks one shows himself the enemy 
of the other, 


The Nazi attempt to root up the Old Testa- 
ment out of the life of the German people 
was a suicidal act. For the teaching of the 
prophets has entered into the very life of the 
Western world, the psalmists have taught us 
how to pray, and our first moral instruction 


“He who loves not God, nor his brother, cannot 
love the grass beneath his feet, nor the creatures which 
live not for his uses, filling those spaces in the universe 
which he needs nat; while, on the other hand, none 
can love God, nor his human brother, without loving 
all things which His Father loves; nor without 
looking upon them every one as in that respect his 
brethren also."'"—JOHN RUSKIN, 


Watch this page for news of a Sale 
to be held in London by the 


EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION 


ALL friends are urged to rally round and 
help, in the cause of God’s Kingdom of Justice 
and peace. 


For information on the E.C.C., send a s.a.e. 
to the Rev. G. F. Tull, 10] Dalmally Road, 
Addiscombe, Surrey. (Publicity Secretary). 


PRINTING 


MAGAZINES - PAMPHLETS 

NEWSLETTERS : POSTERS 

Reports, Balance Sheets, and 
all Commercial Printing 


Enquiries receive prompt atiention: 


C. A. BROCK & Co. 


LIMITED 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W10 


by 
Dr. E. L. Allen 


The writer is a member of the 
Consultative Committee of the Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation and author 
of “The Purpose of Jesus,” pub- 
lished by the FoR. 


in childhood was through the Ten Command- 
ments. 


What would be left of us were we to re- 
pudiate these? Should we not, in fact, be 
repudiating our humanity? 


Cancel the Past ? 


In the third place, the present generation 
of Germans must set its face against any 
attempt to ignore or cancel the past. The 
second world war was fought because men 
would not accept the historical decision against 
Germany’s bid for world power in the first. 
That was not a misfortune that might have 
been avoided, a stab in the back, as the legend 
had it, it was a judgment of God. 


And now we are in danger of committing 
the same folly, of scheming for revenge and 
the recovery of lost territory. 

To do so Is but to invite a still worse 
catastrophe ; and the fact that Britain and 
America are encouraging us in this folly 
does not make it wisdom. Let us abandon 
for ever our fantasies of military power. If 
we want greatness, we must seek it in some 
other direction. 

What then of the violated frontiers and the 
dispossessed populations in the East? Have 
they no right? No hopes? 

Iwand replies that the one hope of peace is 
to cease thinking of nations as separated from 
each other by lines on the map and work 
instead for an overcoming of those real 
barriers of misunderstanding and mistrust that 
keep them apart. Once we surrender any hope 
of recovering the dominance we once enjoyed 
and seek peace openly and sincerely with all 
our neighbours, we shall have far better lines 
of defence than those frontiers over which so 
much blood has been spilled in the past. God 


has a mission for Germany, but she came 
nearer to discharging it in the days of Kant 
and Goethe than in those of the Kaiser and 
Hitler. 


War and Peace 


In the fourth place, Germans need to revise 
drastically their traditional attitude to war and 
peace. 


Even ofter the dreadful experience of this 
generation, there are too many who talk 
lightly of the inevitability of war. 

Yes, in what were recently the occupied 
countries there are some who disavow the 
pacifism they once professed. They say that 
tyranny can only be overthrown from outside, 
so that the Communist menace must be met 
by armaments. 


Among ourselves, he adds, what protests 
would be forthcoming from our church 
assemblies were someone to ask them to 
renounce war in the name of Christ and 
commit themselves to peacemaking ! 

We say that there always were wars and 
there always will be wars, as though this were 
an area of life in which God had lost His 
omnipotence. 

We need not be surprised that ordinary folk 
turn away from us, that we have lost our 
moral authority since we declared ourselves 
ready to suspend the commandment “ Thou 
shalt not kill” at the bidding of the state. 

It is time we realised that to serve peace is 
among the first duties of the Christian, and 
that it was nothing less than the betrayal of 
our trust when we allowed the Communists 
to appropriate and pervert the word “ peace.” 

We must maintain that war is not necessary, 
that God’s will is for a time when men will 
beat their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning-hooks, and use nuclear 
energy solely for human welfare, and that we 
believe this will come to pass one day, if 
men are but faithful to the vision. 


Guilty Against the East ? 


Finally, Iwand suggests that some might be 
interested to know what lies most upon his 
heart. He gives a striking answer to this 
question. He rejoices in the fact that an open 
confession of German guilt has been made, 
that leaders of the German church have had 
the moral courage to admit that war was 


WHEN WILL THE WAR ON WANT BEGIN? 
Only disarmament can release the resources needed by the World Health Organi- 


sation to conquer its greatest enemy: the 
shortage of housing. 


disease-breeding environment created by a 


These crowded, damp, dark and insanitary dwellings In the Philippines are the 


legacy of World War II. 


Although WHO has not the resources to tackle housing on a 


large scale, it does collaborate on health problems related to housing and planning 
with the Housing and Town and Country Planning section of the UN Department of 


Social Affairs, 


Quakers and the 
H-bomb 


The following statement has been 
issued by Friends Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1. Price 3s. per hundred. 


The great nations of the world aré 
piling up H-bombs. These bombs are 
being made for use in the event of wal. 
Scientists tell us that their use woul 
destroy the human race. War is now 
unthinkable, insane, sheer madness. We 
must abolish war or perish. 
Are you prepared—on the grounds of 
common sense—to renounce war, an 
to refuse to participate in war and all 
preparation for war? , 
The consequences and the suffering in 
volved in the use of the H-bomb are 
so appalling and so far-reaching that 
no nation will dare to be the first to 
use it. The fear of retaliation will act 
as a deterrent. So we are told. We 
believe this is nonsense: if we prepare 
for war we shall have war. 
Moreover, it loses sight of the moral 
issue involved in using a weapon that 
can cause wholesale destruction of life, 
unspeakable torture and the murder of 
unborn babies. 
For the sake of those who do the 
wrong as well as for the sake of those 
who suffer, are you prepared in the 
name of humanity and common 
decency to renounce war and to refuse 
to participate in war because you sce it 
to be a hideous evil? 
HI. Friendship between the nations can- 
not be built on a basis of fear: we 
believe it must be built on the basis 
of faith in God and goodwill towards 
men. This means the willingness to 
renounce war and dedication to a life 
of justice and peace between men and 
nations and of service for the relief of 
man’s distress. 
For this truth Jesus lived and suffered 
and died. 
In God‘s name we ask, are you pre- 
ared for the great adventure of 
ollowing in the way of Christ, the 
Lord and giver of life? In doing his 
will is our peace. 
Now is the time to abolish war, 


a a rr gE 


begun from their side and waged with it 
humanity and cruelty. So far, however, such 
a confession has been made only over against 
the West, and there it has been received wit 
something like forgiveness and the will te 
restore the former enemy to a place in the 
community of nations. 


But are we not equally guilty over against 
the East? If so, when shall we dare to ack 
nowledge this? 


It is true that Germany has suffered much 
at the hands of. Russia even since the termina 
tion of hostilities. So we dramatize ourselves 
as the injured party, we nurse a sonse 
grievance, and ‘at ‘tiffies even contempk 
revenge. There can be no hope of peace whi 
such an attitude obtains among us, 

The wrongs that Russia has inflicted upo" 


us are as nothing compared with what she 
suffered at our hands, 


How long are we to act the part of the 
unforgiving servant in the parable, refusing t? 
forgive the sins of others against us while we 
expect God to forgive our fearful crimes 
against them that were at the same time sins 
against Him? Where is our Gospel of recon’ 
ciliation if we refuse to take it to our ow! 
hearts? 


I. 


Ik. 


And Ourselves ? 


I said at the outset that no one should read 
these words merely to enjoy the spectacle of 
someone else being summoned to repent. 


What of ourselves? What lies behind ovf 
change of attitude to Germany and our pro: 
posal to rearm her? Is it genuine forgiveness! 
Or do we simply find it expedient to overloo 
the past, because Germany will be so useful 
in the future? 

Have we put Belsen and Buchenwald out of 
our thoughts because a great wrong has bet? 
repented of? Or is it simply because we cat 
not afford to be squeamish any longer? J8 
any military power, German or other, justified 
once it becomes a prospective ally? 

Are we ourselves capable of speaking a word 
of forgiveness and reconciliation to the East 


This article is reprinted by courtesy of thé 
Editor of The British Weekly, 


THE DANGER OF WAR 


DR. DAVID THOMSON affirms in WorLD 

History FROM 1914 To 1950 (Geoffrey 
Cumberlege, Oxford University Press, 6s.) that 
“a war beginning anywhere can soon become 
a war which is happening everywhere.” This 
interdependence “is the central theme of world 
history,” 1914-50. 


Free from nationalistic bias, this addition 
to the Home University Library oddly man- 
ages to consider Gafidhi and the liberation of 
India without mentioning peaceful non- 
co-operation and Gandhi’s basic faith and 
technique of non-violent resistance. It errs, 
too, in perpetuating the popular legend of 
Britain’s “disarmament” before 1939, though, 
in fact, Britain’s yearly armament expenditure 
never fell as low as £100,000,000. 

Dr. Thomson recognises, however, that 
“constant competition in armaments bred 
even more widespread fear, which in the end 
pulled all the powers involved into one great 
war” in 1914. In 1954 we may learn from 
the fact that ‘the more hot-headed and war- 
like partners .. . set the pace for their allies. 
No dispute could be limited or localised.” 
As J. A. Spender’wrote: “The very success 
of the balance of power .. . was its Nemesis.” 

Dr. Thomson indicates how “immigration 
restrictions and tariff wars bred new and more 
ferocious rivalries” and France lent Russia 
£400,000,000 by 1914 “to ensure a Russian 
alliance against Germany.” (To-day the 


USA lends millions to ensure an alliance 
against the USSR). 


The 1914-18 war was the first to dislocate 
world economy and the first major one with 
so much disparity between results and avowed 
aims. The “ democracies,” including till 1917 
most reactionary Russia, were fighting against 
militarism, with the aid of France, tra- 
ditionally one of the most militaristic nations! 


From this war Dr. Thomson concludes that 
“absolutist states (are) ill-fitted to survive the 
strain of such warfare,” but the record of 
absolutist USSR and Nazi Germany (until 
outnumbered) seems to prove otherwise. He 
does not record the loss of liberties in Britain 
consequent upon war or comment upon the 
tragic perpetuation of military conscription. 

On the other hand, Dr. Thomson describes 
the land war as “systematic massacre of 
10,000,000, mainly under 40” and adds that 
from August 1914 to February 1917 “one 
Frenchman was killed every minute.” He 
shows, too, that the Pacific legacy of the war 
contained the conditions of future conflict; 
and that the economic crisis resulting from 
the dislocation of trade and national econo- 
mies by war was the source of Hitler’s 
strength. Fascism and communism bred on 
distress. 

Though the 1939-45 war was of nationalism 
against racialism, the need to sustain morale 
led to the formulation of post-war aims and 


ideals, From these came UNESCO, the pre 
amble of which declares “Since wars begin if 
the minds of men, it is in the minds of me® 
that the defences of peace must be construc’ 
ted.” Peace must be founded “upon the it” 
tellectual and moral solidarity of mankind.” 


Nevertheless, after saying Soviet deaths may 
have exceeded 15,000,000; 500,000 French wef? 
killed; 2,225,000 German troops, 445,000 Cor 
monwealth troops and 325,000 USA troof 
were killed and 1,125,000 Japanese troop’ 
and civilians, Dr. Thomson accepts the crush’ 
ing burden of taxation and the inroads int? 
housing, education, etc., incurred today in ib? 
name of armed “security,” without discussif® 
whether security is possible. Indeed, he di? 


not risk upsetting the balance of this modera!? 
book by discussing what the invention 
atomic weapons means to the very existence 
of the human race. 


RONALD S. MALONE: 
— 


14-DAY WALKING TOURS 


Mest the People of Europe with 1.T.T. a 
The Rhine £22.10; The Pyrenees £37.10 
The Harz Mts. £22 10. 
Write to 1.T.T., 6, Bainbrigge Rd., Leeds 6 (Dept?) 
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Which light for 
the world? 


‘MEDIEVAL DISPUTATION ” (Third), 
was a delight to the ear and a soporific 

for the mind. As was to be expected when 
Reverend Gentlemen discussed: “The Church 
18 the supreme arbiter of human affairs,” dic- 
tion was excellent, equanimity of temper and 
tolerance in argument all that could be de- 
Sired. However, while agreeing with Paul 
Foster that “man has a thinking nature . . 
Men seck truth in association . . . material 
things change and decay,” we require some- 
‘hing more tangible than his verbal conclusion 
we find the most suitable association in the 

hurch, ” 
The search for truth, spiritual development 


and idealism can find no ca a al 
Nourishment in an associa- rmADIO 
“on whose leaders are con- ™ 

tually denying the by 
flementary principles of ~ 
UManity and the funda- Joseph 


Mental teaching of Christ. 

Conscription and war, 
Preparation for indiscrim- Do 
Mate murder with the inevitable flotsam of 
1¢ maimed, refugees, sundered families and 
Pitiful orphans throw out the challenge: THE 
IGHT OF THE WorLD or the light of the 
Nevada Desert? 

Is it to be wondered that “the thinking 
Nature of man” can only retch with disgust 
When the “ fathers in God” can only “ would 
fo God” it were otherwise, and in the same 
Teath countenance the potential use of the 
H-bomb? 

Of a truth, we find no inspiration with the 
holy men who stand at the Calvary of 
umanity ready to pass the vinegar at the 
cry “JT thirst.” 


* 
Aunt, now completely recovered from in- 
fluenza has again taken charge of the 
“atering. On Thursdays she insists on break- 


sting earlier to avoid “Good Health” 
“lome), a talk by a doctor who, being absent, 
8 sublimcly unaware that some of his 
escriptive sickness symptoms clash horribly 
With porridge. ‘‘ Missionary for breakfast” 

© announced, placing before us a dish of 
Tubber chips she had bottled last Autumn as 
Mushrooms. 

Bowing to the plate with a polite “ Doctor 
Livingstone I presume?” we heard the voice 
of Billy Graham in “Lift up your Hearts” 

ome), and understood. 

“Converting the heathen Scots he is, 
Aunt. We nodded. 

“He’s American,” she added with deep 
Teverence, ‘Teaching ’em to play the new 
Symphony AID WiTIOUT STRINGS on_ the 
bagpipes. Wants to make sure that when his 
Mr. Dulles has had ’em all blown up they 
Temain up with the Angels. Very sweet of 
him don’t you think?” 

We nodded. 


—_, 


” 


said 


D.N. PRITT 


THE 
BOMB 


British Peace Committee 
81, City Road, E,C.1 


As this is a free service, we _ 
"eserve the right to select notices for 


. 
Publication. We nevertheless desire H | | i y 


© make it as complete a service as 


The danger to world peace 


TN the script of my speech at the H-bomb 
meeting, which you printed last week, there 
is the passage: 
“The policy of diplomacy by bomb, the 
velo upon negotiation or compromise, is the 
policy of a very few Americans only.” 


When I said this, I preceded it with the sen- 
tence, “ We ought not to under-rate the force 
of American liberal opinion”: the argument 
being that we do not necessarily strengthen 
that opinion by rejecting neutrality. As it came 


;lout, however, with your punctuation, and with 


no previous mention of America, it looks as if 
I thought that only Americans endanger world 
peace, and I strongly suspect I will be quoted 
as saying so. Since neither I nor Peace News 
holds this view, perhaps we should say so 
again. ALEX COMFORT. 
44 The Avenue, 
Loughton, Essex. 


Challenge of the H-bomb 


TINHE further we go along the way of 

preparation for mass murder the greater 
becomes the burden on the individual con- 
science. The act of preparation, with its 
accompanying experiments, is itself a threat 
to humanity. At some point we must stop 
and go back to find another way, the way of 
conciliation and mutual trust, which demands 
the abandonment of weapons that threaten the 
whole future of mankind. 


If our Government announced its intention 
to fall out of the race to destruction, and to 
appeal to the other Atomic powers to end 
preparations for mass slaughter and adopt a 
policy of conciliation, it would earn the ever- 
lasting gratitude of the peoples of the world. 

The moral effect of this act would be tre- 
mendous. Our country could then serve as a 
mediator between the Powers, which it cannot 
do while it is committed to the policy of 
reliance on weapons of genocide. 

The members of Cambridge Peace Front, 
who are people of various political and re- 
ligious beliefs, call for unity in opposition to 
the manufacture of the H-bomb in Britain and 
in support of the demand for a declaration 
that weapons which involve indiscriminate 
destruction of life shall never be used in the 
name of any alliance to which Britain be- 
longs. 

We want to see throughout the land active 
groups of people united in this work, plecning 
their activitics in such a way that all peace- 
lovers can share in them. The challenge of 
the H-bomb can be met only by an effective 
union of all who are determined to work for 
its renunciation and for the abolition of war. 

S. W. GREEN, Chairman; J. E. C. 
UTTING, Sccretary, Cambridge 
Peace Front. 


Why Acland? 


{tT becomes more evident every day, the 

Peace Pledge Union must have a policy. 
The very existence of the Pacifist Youth 
Action Group; Toldas; the Non-Violent 
Resistance Group—are clear evidence that 
pacifists resent waiting upon events. 

Quite rightly the very fact of renouncing 
war is the first positive step. It is not enough 
in itself. People want to know what we would 
do about alternative employment for soldiers 
and the armament workers. This country 
exists upon its exports and arms are a good 
export. It is necessary the pacifist movement 
should be clear about its attitude on these 
questions and a good deal of study will be 
needed, 

A policy would be a stabilising factor. With- 
out it the movement does things which 
bewilder and confuse not only its members 
but sympathetic onlookers. Some months ago 
the PPU refused to support the H-bomb 
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Petition because this tended to isolate one par- 
ticular weapon. We think war is the evil and 
these weapons are the natural off-shoot of war. 
Again that is the right attitude. 

So why do we suddenly fly after a will o’ 
the wisp named Acland—a non-pacifist Labour 
MP—because he suddenly renounces—not war 
—but the H-bomb. Why does Peace News 
suddenly undertake the risk of eight issues of 
eight pages (as well as pamphlets) in support 
of this non-pacifist. Why should Dick Shep- 
pard House—the Headquarters of a self-con- 
fessed non-political party—become _ trans- 
formed—if only for one week—into an clec- 
tion committee room for a non-pacifist? 

Is half a loaf better than no bread? Literally 
“ves”—to a starving man. But definitely ‘‘no” 
when it is a question of principle. Should 
pacifists agree that whilst H-bombs invite 
complete annihilation, conventional warfare 
allows a chance of survival and time to repent? 
So we must compromise—advocate the ban on 
the completely destructive weapons and agree 
to the conventional ones—for the time being. 

It is tempting, but wrong. “‘ We say ‘no’” is 
the only answer. The task of the PPU and 
Peace News is to go on saying this until it 
is accepted, for the truth it is. There is 
enough material in that job to keep our 
present membership going full out for many 
years to come. Any deviation from that task 
is escapism and not a short cut. Let us sce 
the end of the road quite clearly and keep on 
however long it may be. And if we are over- 
whelmed on the way, at least we know, we 
held firm. A. LEAPER, 

22 Barrington Ave., 

Hull. 


For Acland 


I AM a member of the Labour Party and 

the Labour Peace Fellowship but I can do 
no other than give what support I can to 
Acland in the Gravesend by-election. I 
would call upon all Labour pacifists to do the 
same and inform their ward executives of 
their intentions. 

The complexion of the next Government is 
insignificant compared with facing up to the 
H-bomb issue NOW. Let us go forward for 
a victory at Gravesend followed by an Acland 
candidate in all the marginal constituencies 
at the General Election, 


TOM ILLINGWORTH. 
16 Elm Grove, N.W.2. 


Olive Schreiner 


i is a pity that Vera Brittain, in her revicw 
of D. L. Hobman’s OLIVE SCHREINER: HER 
FRIENDS AND Her TIMES, dismisses Olive’s 
husband, Samuel Cronwright, as negligible, and 
his biography of his wife—such a_ beautiful 
book—as “ giving nearly all the facts but little 
of the truth.” One truth remains, anyway, and 
that is that this “ journalist-farmer,” thus 
scorned, published no less than five posthumous 
works of Olive, including her THOUGHTS OF 
SouTH AFRicA, which have been called the 
Bible of South Africa. Olive had failed to find 
a publisher for it. So we should be grateful 
to her husband ; without him it would probably 
still be unknown, as well as all the others. 
Most of her books are out of print now; but 
it is to be hoped they will be re-issued, 
including those Samuel Cronwright got into 
rint. 

s I have not yet read D. L. Hobman’s biog- 
raphy, but I trust that it is fair to Olive 
Schreiner in the full sense of that word, mean- 
ing by this, being fair also to her dearest 
friends, among whom were her husband and 
Havelock Ellis. This sort of fairness is cer- 
tainly not found in the other biography, the 
book written by Miss Vera Buchanan-Gould. 
This was work undertaken, one feels, not only 
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in praise of Olive Schreiner, but in completely 
gratuitious hatred of her husband. 

As Havelock Ellis’s literary executrix, I have 
complained (in Times Literary Supplement, 
April 10, 1952) about a demonstrably false and 
misleading story told in this book by this young 
author about Ellis’s wife, and this—so it feels 
to those who knew all these people—sheerly 
out of animosity towards Samuel Cronwright, 
who is claimed to have been the wrong mate 
for Olive. Pacifists cannot wish, through care- 
less remarks, to lead to more of this sort of 
thing. I know that Vera Brittain, by not refer- 
ting to Olive Schreiner’s love life, avoids much 
of this dangerous ground. But, may she forgive 
me, [ do not consider this cnough. I see more 
in Samuel Cronwright than she does, and sense 
him once more to be misrepresented. So I have 
to defend this man who has been so often 
unfairly treated. FRANCOISE DELISLE. 

26 Aysgarth Rd., 

Dulwich Village, S.E.21. 


Soviet proposals 


qt may be that I have missed articles which 
disprove what follows, but I do get the 
impression that in dealing with the inter- 
national policies of America and Russia, you 
regard it as a case of “six of one and half a 
dozen of the other,” and choose to ignore the 
positive line for peace of the USSR. 

Russia has repeatedly proposed reductions in 
what are now styled “ conventional weapons ” 
(total disarmament pre-war). Russia has re- 
peatedly proposed the banning of atomic 
weapons and accepted the principle of inter- 
national inspection and control. 

As I write, the Five Power sub-committee on 
disarmament is still in session. Before it there 
lics yet another Soviet proposal, thus worded: 
“to destroy completely the stocks of atomic 
and hydrogen weapons, and to use atomic 
energy exclusively for peaceful purposes.” 

Doubtless this will be turned down by the 
United States Government as all previous pro- 
posals have been. However I would suggest 
that you have a duty to lay before your 
readers this and all other Soviet proposals for 


disarmament. 
EDWARD GOULD. 
34 Barnsdale Rd., W.9. 


CYRIL HUGHES 


@ FROM PAGE FOUR 


The continued existence of every human being 
in these islands now depends upon the 
exercise of superhuman wisdom and restraint 
by a bunch of politicians and brasshats. It 
is an encouraging thought, and should lead 
to much planning for the future. 

Pacifists, unfortunately, do not share that 
sublime trust in the wisdom of their betters 
which characterizes the British way of life, 
and have even been known to suggest that 
the wisdom of pounciany and brasshats 
belongs to the sub, rather than the super, 
human category. Thus do pacifists prove 
themselves unfit to govern. They even sup- 
pow people like Sir Richard Acland, who 

as the impudence to suggest that the people 
ought to be given the chance to decide for 
themselves whether they wish to be an- 
nihilated or not, That way lies anti- 
bipartisanship and anarchy. 

All over Britain people are sleeping more 
soundly these nights. They know that John 
Bull, if threatened with attack, has the per- 
fect answer ready: “ You dare lay a finger 
on me and Pll kill myself.” That should 
frighten every gremlin in the Kremlin, and 
save us from all aggressors. 

Don’t be deterred by the thought that we still 
have to find. a way to save us from-our 
defenders. Peace through strength be unto 
you, 
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Atomic tests 
must stop 
—Dr. BURHOP 


FPSHE conference organised by “ Science for 
~~ Peace” on March 26, was a further revela- 
tion by specialists of the horrors of misapplied 
nuclear energy. Dr. Burhop claimed that we 
must instantly begin by banning tests, and 
earlier speeches on the effects that these tests 
are already beginning to have, gave emphasis 
to his point. 

The first speaker, Professor Sheppard, Pro- 
fessor of Meteorology at Imperial College, 


COMMONS PROTEST AT 
ARMS BILL MYSTERY 


Peace News Parliamentary Correspondent 

TPHE campaign against militarism was 

continued in the House of Commons 
by Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., South Ayr- 
shire) on Monday when he vigorously pro- 
tested at the refusal of Sir Edward Boyle, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Supply, to give figures relating to the cost 
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London, spoke on “Nuclear Explosions and 
the weather.” He said that while there were 
no reasons for blaming our unusual weather 
recently directly on the explosions, there were 
very strong grounds for believing that the 
effects of nuclear activity were elfecting ex- 
tremities of heat and cold throughout the 


world. 
In the long run, he said, the persistence 


of atomic particles in large numbers could 
eventually Interfere with solar radiation, 


and that could lessen cloud formation, and 
the results of this were obvious. 


Dr. Fremlin, a nuclear physicist 


logical effects further by describing his ex- 
periments on radio-active rain. He had been 
experimenting with rain and snow samples 
taken from his own garden. He found traces 
of radio-activity in all his samples, and said 
that living in an industrial region like Birm- 
ingham, this was hardly surprising. But what 
surprised his audience, at least the laymen, 
was the increase in that radio-activity after 
nuclear tests. He gave the results of his ex- 
periments in a series of figures, and showed 
that after these tests, our rain and snow be- 
came increasingly polluted. After a varying 
period of time, the counts recorded begin to 
diminish, but after cach test, increases are 
recorded, 


Effects of radiation 


He concluded by saying that whilst at 
present, these readings are very minute, con- 
tinued charging of the atmosphere, and any 
use in war could soon spell disaster to food 
and crops, and, of course, human beings. 

Doctor Ryle, of the Caversham Centre gave 
further illustrations of this, by reporting on 
the biological effects in Japan and the USA. 

He said that already the rate of radiation 
in the human body in America had doubled, 
as yet this was small, what of the future? 


Dr. Burhop them summed up the near 
fruitless negotiations conducted on “ our be- 
half” on disarmament, and made his plea for 
the instant banning of tests. We know enough 
of the horrors, and little of the potential for 
good; the lives of all at stake make this 


imperative. 
Pi pe gf 


Lo, all the time, Christ sitting very quiet, 
Eternity a-brooding in His Breast, 
Sees fools grow fatter on a Satan diet, 
Stand on tiptoe, throw out a cockerel 
chest: 
Small wonder that a scarred white hand 
must hide 
The Holy Tears that will not be denied! 
FRANCIS ANDREWS. 


In PN next week 
LESLIE HALE, MP 


reviews Jules Moch’s book about disarma- 
ment : “ Human Folly.” 


Sir RICHARD ACLAND 


speaks to the electors of Gravesend : 
the (ext of his election address ; 


A Scientific Correspondent 


writes on the genetic effects of radiation 


3 
ms 7, ¢ the. Jot 
-His-forthtight “dws Chronicle.” article 
reprinted) by BBrEnlssign, in leaflet form. 
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His House of Commons speech 
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ALEX COMFORT 


The H-bomb: we're dancing 


_on the rim of the pit. 
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SEND YOUR ORDERS TODAY TO 


Peace News Publications Dept. 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


{ RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 


from 
Birmingham, carried the discourse on metero- 


of tanks and helicopters. 


Mr. Hughes became annoyed after repeated 
requests for information had been curtly re- 
jected by Sir Edward. 

He declared that the House would get the 
impression that the figures were not being 
given “because they would shock the tax- 
payer.” 

Even Mr. Herbert Morrison, former Foreign 
Secretary, and Mr. Emmanuel Shinwell, former 
Minister of Defence, joined in the attack, ask- 
ne) what grounds the information was with- 
eld. 

But Sir Edward dealt summarily with these 
two giants. To Mr. Morrison he said: “ Put 
down a question about that,” and to Mr. Shin- 
well he merely said that he had nothing to add. 


Commented Mr, Shinwell: “It seems very 
mysterious. 


Helicopter mystery 


It all began when Mr. Hughes asked what 
was the cost of the latest type of helicopter 
for which contracts had been let by the Minis- 
try of Supply. 

Sir Edward, replying to this, repeated the 
Ministerial formula that it was contrary to 
established practice to disclose contract prices. 

Mr. Hughes questioned the need for “all this 
mystery” about the cost of a helicopter when 
so many question had been asked about the 
desirability of using it. 

Sir Edward did not reply when Mr. Hughes 
asked him to give some idca about the cost, 

Mr. Hughes fared no better with his next 
question, which concerned the cost of Cen- 
turion and Conqueror tanks. 

Once again he protested at the mystery and 
it was at this point that the two ex-Cabinet 
Ministers joined in the fray. 

Sir Edward did say, however, that the cost 
of the latest type of tank compared satisfac- 
torily with the tank used in 1945. The cost of 
Centurion tanks, he said, had been coming 
down recently as production had settled in its 
stride. 


Dockworkers welcome 
Sir Richard 


Gir RICHARD ACLAND, who resigned his 
seat in Parliament as MP for Gravesend in 
order to fight a by-election on the issue of the 
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that we will not proceed to extremities 


URING these last few weeks it has 

been difficult to believe in this 
year’s Spring being anywhere but lost 
in the fogs and frosts and winds of the 
most unrelenting winter for many years. 
it almost seemed, for the first time in 
the life of the world, that spring was 
not to be. 


It is true, the sun has appeared occasionally, 
but the bitter East winds have implacably 
refuted its warmth; the trees, which should 
be burgeoning, stand desolate, with bare 
branches bleakly etched against the disap- 
pointed sky; the hedges, gauntly drab instead 
of brightly green, huddle together impoveri- 
shed and sad; the seeds in the warm ground 
below, can scarcely break the iron crust above. 


Yet the crocuses have spread some lovely 
coloured carpets in St. James’ Park, and a 
plum tree blossoms riotiously in the terrace 
where I live. So, spring after all, is on the 
way; the recurring miracle, though heralded 
with muted trumpets, has happened. 


In spite of doubts, the promise of the rising 
sap has never been broken; never, even in the 
hardest and longest of winter conditions could 
Imagination encompass the idea of no spring. 


Yet those who desire that we should be 
unemotional about the H-bomb and _ plan 
“coldly and even callously ” for its use are in 
fact planning that there should be no more 
spring ; that the very seed in the earth should 
be contaminated and the fruits of the trees and 
the soil be permanently destroyed; that this 
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manufacture of the H-bomb, received a warm 
welcome when he visited Tilbury Docks last 
week for a lunch-hour meeting with the dock- 
workers, 

This week he opens his campaign in the 
villages of North Kent. 

For this mecting at the Isle of Grain on 
Monday the chair was to be taken by Mr, 
Charles Higgs, known throughout North Kent 
as the “father of the Island.” 

Next week, on Tuesday, April 12, Canon 
Charles Raven, former Vice-chancellor of 
Cambridge University, President of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation and well-known TV 
broadcaster, will be in Gravesend to give a 
talk at the Gravesend Chapel of Unity. 

This will not be a political meeting, but 
Canon Raven will discuss the present world 
situation from a philosophical standpoint. 

The Rev. Denis Robson, Minister of the 
Methodist Church, Gravesend, will preside. 

Angry voices are being raised at the Labour 
Partys delay in issuing the writ for the 
election. 

“The view of some Conservatives,” says the 
Gravesend and Dartford Reporter, “is that the 
Labour Party is delaying the issue of the writ 
for as long as possible in the hope of reducing 
some of the impact caused by Sir Richard 
Acland’'s dramatic resignation.” 

A Conservative Party Official told the 
“Reporter”: “ Unless Labour takes action in 
the issuing of the writ‘we will seck to take 
matters into our own hands in this respect.” 

In some quarters this is felt to be shadow- 
boxing for it is believed that both the Labour 
and Conservative Parties would rather that the 
issue be obscured in a General Election. 

Next week Peace News will publish the 

text of Sir Richard Acland’s Election 

Address. 


Up again—to 14,150 


WE have printed 14,150 copies of this 
M week’s Peace News (flome Edition 
12,750 ; Air Edition 1,400). 

Last weck’s figures were 1,000 less on the 
Home Edition. 

This great increase fs largely due to the 
enthusiasm of our readers in seeing that news- 
ugents in the Home Counties have a supply 
of Peace News on their counters while the 
daily newspapers are on strike, and to a great 
increase in street sales. 

Extra supplies of Peace News are available 
at 2s, 6d. per dozen along with Peace News 
posters bearing the slogan “For news that 
really matters.” 

Thank you for this great effort. Keep it up. 


s * s 


Pressure on our space and the early printing 
schedule for the Easter Holidays have made 
it necessary to hold over a report of the “ Chal- 
lenge of the H-bomb” meeting and many 
letters to the Editor. 


“The United States was talking of defend- 
ing these islands on the ground that they 
might involve its security, Mr. Nehru noted, 
adding: ‘It is a very extraordinary approach 
—I say so with all respect ’.” 


Similar emphasis is placed on the psycho- 
pathic quality of much in Western policy by 
I. F. Stone in his Weekly for April 4. 


“The situation is dangerous because while 
the men here who want war know what 
they want and are determined to get it, the 
men who want peace don’t want it enough 
to face the cry of ‘appeasement’ which will 
follow any successful negotiations. The 
advocates of war with. Chinathink the 
longer it is postponed the harder it will be 
to win. They think the time to smash 
China is now before its indusrtrialisation 
transforms it into one of the great powers 
and demonstrates to Asia that a colonial 
people can create its own capital out of its 
own labour and sufferings without courting 
the finicky, undependable and haughty 
foreign investor. When the war-hawks hear 
French Premier Faure talk of admitting 
Communist China to the UN, they fear that 
if war does not come soon, the stabilisation 
of the Far East on a basis of co-existence 
will become unavoidable. This is what 
gives that shrill urgency to their voices.” 


And he concludes: “ The good men in this 
capital are weaklings, the bad are strong and 
quite mad.” 


Ready to go to war 


Having referred to Admiral Carney’s 
advocacy of a policy of bombing the Chinese 
mainland as part of the measures to preserve 
the coastal islands against the Chinese, with a 
view to the destruction of Chinese industry, 
and his recognition that this would be likely 
to involve full-scale American mobilisation 
Mr. Stone remarks: 


“Secretary of State Dulles is as ready as he 
to go to war over Quemoy and Matsu and the 
main purpose of Dulles’officiaLvisit to Canada 
two wecks ago was to find!/out how: the 
Canadian government would ,. tif we 
attacked the Chinese mainland At Ht igh of 
the offshore islands, yA > 

“The Ottawa correspondent 4a (Hoi WasBing- 
ton Evening Star on March y Wa anata prc 
member of the Canadian pariiarfidn{<who sat 
in on a Dulles briefing for MP’s assaying he 
was “horrified” at the Secretary of State’s 
‘calm acceptance of the possibility of a world 
war over islands that are utterly inconsequen- 
tial.’ 

“ This was the same mood in which Dulles 
on his return to New York told the United 
Negro College Fund on March 20 we may 
again be forced to ‘forgo peace in order to 
assure the blessings of liberty,’ 


Japanese women’sappeal 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 


fell on Japan; it was said that a bomb was’ 
in production 2,500 times as powerful. At the 
Bikini Tests the wind had been travelling at a 
tate of 20 miles an hour ; if it had travelled at 
60 miles an hour then the area of devasta- 
tion would have been doubled. To continue 
with these tests was in his view to gamble with 
the future of the whole human race. 

Those who sought the banning of these 
weapons were not asking the government to 
tisk unilateral action; Russia had already 
expressed her readiness to ban them if other 
nations would do likewise. 

Mr. Robert Davies in winding up the meet- 
ing on behalf of the Friends Peace Committee 
said that he hoped Quakers would see to it 
that the subject of atomic weapons was made 
an issue on every platform during the forth- 
coming general election. 


The recurring miracle 


I do not believe any good is ever done by letting a would-be aggressor know 


admirable in theory, but 1 do not think it accomplishes anything in practice. I think 
we all have to be careful to keep our emotions out of such matters, and to plan 
coldly, even callously. And so 1, personally, agree to the manufacture of the H-bomb. ! 

—From “ Reader’s Viewpoint ” Glasgow Herald, March 31, 1955. 


| 


SYBIL MORRISON 


against him, Martyrdom may be very 


earth, which has given birth to and nourished | 
the human race should be sterilised for all: 
time, so that life of every kind must cease. 


‘These are indeed “extremities” with whici | 
to menace “would be aggressors!” To the: 
enemy the threat itself implies an attitude of | 
aggression more horrible and sinister than BY | 
that has yet been known, and though the, 
totalitarian regime in Russia is an enemy ‘0: 
freedom, it is indeed a counsel of despair 1 
offer as the only solution the destruction © 
the whole world. 


Tt may be admirable to keep emotions 
of the picture, but it is fatal to blindfol 
imagination. Without imagination the picture 
is starkly black and white, but in fact the 
Soviet Union is no more entirely and irrev0 
cably black, than the Western Powers af 
purely and perfectly white. 


The Western Powers have led the way with| 
nuclear weapons, and insisted upon a policy {| 
negotiating from a basis of a threat of wort 
destruction, for that is the meaning today 9 
‘military strength.’ That this has failed ‘0 
bring about a peaceful solution is completelf | 
plain even to the blind, and yet this is suf 
posed to be a realistic policy as opposed to "| 


idealistic one. 


nm 


Those who reject a policy which depends it 
the last resort upon the total destruction of thé 
earth and all life, are in fact not seekin$ 
martyrdom, but refusing it; not yielding t? 
unreasoning emotion, but acting on the clea! 
call of conscience, 


The impractical theorizers today are an 


m | 


who insist, without concrete evidence of it! 
truth, that there is a choice only of two evils: 
but to deny the existence of good in this way 
is to accept as inevitable the total destruction | 
of the human race. 


| 
Co-existence is a word constantly on the lip! 
of politicians and people today, but co) 
existence needs for its basis some solid indica 
tion of peaceful intention and goodwill. That 
cannot be found in the Hydrogen bomb; ¢0 
existence is impossible at the point of | 
bayonet. 


There is no guarantee that the H-bomb will | 
deter all nations from war: there is 10° 
guarantee that Communism will be contained | 
by the threat of its use; in fact this is a stra¥ 
that even a drowning man would discard. 

Freedom will be_saved, an will 
not*be" secured, oP Lhe Hebonby but by goo 
will and understanding, reconciliation 49° 
tolerance, confidence and courage. The recut 
ring miracle of spring is the final repudiation 
of the policies of despair, the ultimate symb0 
of the eternal existence of good. 


No H-bombs for Britain 


BROMLEY 


“ Objective Peace” demonstration 


Saturday, April 23 


3 p.m, Poster Parade from Bromley North 
Station, Sherman Road. 


ANY QUESTIONS ? 


at Bromley Public Library, High St., at 
6.30 p.m, 
(Peace Exhibition and Buffet from 5.30 p.m.) 
HELPERS WANTED 
Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1- 


COME AND BUY ORCAI 


Dresses and materials. Bapkcanéa A | D 
and coffee tables. Modern tabla P 
lamps. and shades _ Foodstuffs, A 
shoce and stampé- International 

and household goods, 


ALL AT BARGAIN PRICES 
SPRING 
April 15th 6-10 p.m. April 16th 10.6 p.m. 


HOLBORN HALL 
British Peace Committeo 


REMEMBER LIDICE! 


The handing-over ceremony of thé 
British Garden of Roses for Lidice will 
take place in the presence of the 
Czechoslovak Charge d’Affaires and 
leading personalities from Britain an 
Czechoslovakia on 


Thursday, 21st April, at 7.30 p.m: 


FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 
Euston Road, London; W.C.|I. — 
a 
Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, Nt, 


Peace News Lid. Printed by Fish & Cook Ltd. 14, 
Goodwin Press (1.U.), 135 Fonthill Rd., Londom 
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